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Learning Cycle 4  

 

 During the Assessment Week, students will be assessed on the material that they have 

covered the previous seven weeks. 

 

 Following this, the teacher will re-teach areas of underachievement, as identified during the 

assessment week, during the Super Teaching week.  

 

 The tasks require students to answer the questions to consolidate their reading of the book. 

Everything needed has been included in lessons or can be found using the knowledge 

organiser.  

 

 
May 2020 

4th  5th  6th  7th 8th Teaching week 1 

11th 12th  13th 14th 15th Teaching week 2 

18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd Teaching week 3 

June 2020 

25th 26th 27th 28th 29th Half term 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Teaching week 4 

8th 9th 10th 11th 12th Teaching week 5 

15th 16th 17th 18th 19th Teaching week 6 

July 2020 
22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th Assessment week 

29th 30th 1st 2nd 3rd Super Teaching week 

6th 7th 8th 9th 10th Teaching week 9 

Useful websites 

 https://www.anderson5.net/cms/lib02/SC01001931/Centricity/Domain/2

22/The%20Boy%20in%20the%20Striped%20Pajamas.pdf 

 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Boy_in_the_Striped_Pyjamas 

 

 https://johnboyne.com/book/the-boy-in-the-striped-pyjamas-6/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.anderson5.net/cms/lib02/SC01001931/Centricity/Domain/222/The%20Boy%20in%20the%20Striped%20Pajamas.pdf
https://www.anderson5.net/cms/lib02/SC01001931/Centricity/Domain/222/The%20Boy%20in%20the%20Striped%20Pajamas.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Boy_in_the_Striped_Pyjamas
https://johnboyne.com/book/the-boy-in-the-striped-pyjamas-6/
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Week 1 

 

CONTEXT 

It is always helpful to understand the context (the world and issues) surrounding a 

topic of study. Read the below extract from BBC’s Newsround and answer the 

questions. 

The Holocaust was a period in history at the time of World War Two (1939-1945), 
when millions of Jews were murdered because of who they were.  

The killings were organised by Germany's Nazi party, led by Adolf Hitler. 

Jews were the main target of the Nazis, and the greatest number of victims were Jewish. 
Nearly seven out of every 10 Jews in Europe were murdered because of their identity. 

The Nazis also killed other groups of people, including Roma ('gypsies'), disabled people 
and black people. They also arrested and took away the rights of other groups, like gay 
people and political opponents. Many of them died as a result of their treatment. 

The Holocaust was an example of genocide. Genocide is deliberately killing a large group 
of people, usually because they are a certain nationality, race or religion. Holocaust means 
the destruction or slaughter on a mass scale. 

Nazis grew in popularity throughout the 1920s, as the country struggled with the fall-out of 
World War One. Germany lost the war and was forced to pay a lot of money to the 
winners.  

Many people were poor and there weren't enough jobs to go round, and one reason many 
Germans turned to the Nazis was the hope that they would bring about change. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45952502
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45952502
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Who were the Nazis? 

Nazis is the shortened name for the National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP). 

The Nazi party was a political party in Germany established in 1919 in the aftermath 
of World War One. 

It grew in popularity throughout the 1920s, as the country struggled with the fall-out of 
World War One. Germany lost the war and was forced to pay a lot of money to the winners. 

Nazis were racist and believed that what they called their Aryan race was more important 
than others. The Nazis said an Aryan was somebody Germanic. The Nazis believed that 
Jews, Roma ('gypsies'), black people and other ethnic groups were inferior to Aryans. They 
also believed in the greatness of Germany and idolised the Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler. 

The Nazis set up compulsory groups for young people called Hitler Youth (for boys) and 
BDM (for girls), so they would become young Nazis who idolise Hitler as they grew up. 
Boys were taught Nazi values and prepared for war; girls were taught skills like cookery and 
sewing. 

 

Joseph Goebbels served as minister of propaganda for the Nazi German government of the 
Third Reich, and is generally held responsible for presenting a favorable image of the Nazi 
regime to the Germans. 

What is propaganda? 

Propaganda is the spreading of biased or misleading information to promote a political 
cause or a particular opinion. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45966335
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45952502
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/45952502
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Topic 1: The Holocaust. 

What does the word mean? 

________________________________________________________________ 

When did it happen? 

________________________________________________________________ 

What happened during the Holocaust? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Why did it take place? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Who was responsible and who was targeted? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Any extra information. Eg. Where were the concentration camps? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Topic 2: The Nazi Party 

Who were the Nazi Party? 

________________________________________________________________ 

What did they believe in? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Who was Hitler? 

________________________________________________________________ 

What was the ‘Hitler Youth’? 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Topic 3: Propaganda 

 

What is propaganda? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Who was Josef Goebbels? 

 

 

 

What does ‘Aryan race’ mean? 
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What did the Nazi party want the German people to believe about people from the 

Jewish faith? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Week 2 

  

  

Parent/carer comments: 



9 
 

Week 2 

Read the extract and then complete the questions below 

 

Chapter 1 

One afternoon, when Bruno came home from school, he was surprised to find Maria, 

the family's maid - who always kept her head bowed and never looked up from the 

carpet - standing in his bedroom, pulling all his belongings out of the wardrobe and 

packing them in four large wooden crates, even the things he'd hidden at the back 

that belonged to him and were nobody else's business.  

'What are you doing?' he asked in as polite a tone as he could muster, for although he 

wasn't happy to come home and find someone going through his possessions, his 

mother had always told him that he was to treat Maria respectfully and not just 

imitate the way Father spoke to her. 'You take your hands off my things.' 

Maria shook her head and pointed towards the staircase behind him, where Bruno's 

mother had just appeared. She was a tall woman with long red hair that she bundled 

into a sort of net behind her head, and she was twisting her hands together nervously 

as if there was something she didn't want to have to say or something she didn't want 

to have to believe. 

'Mother,' said Bruno, marching towards her, 'what's going on? Why is Maria going 

through my things?'  

'She's packing them,' explained Mother. 

 'Packing them?' he asked, running quickly through the events of the previous few 

days to consider whether he'd been particularly naughty or had used those words out 

loud that he wasn't allowed to use and was being sent away because of it. He couldn't 

think of anything though. In fact over the last few days he had behaved in a perfectly 

decent manner to everyone and couldn't remember causing any chaos at all. 'Why?' 

he asked then. 'What have I done? 
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What is Maria (the maid) doing as the story begins? 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the author describe Bruno’s mother? 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do the family have to move? 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does Bruno not want to leave? 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

What kind of person do you imagine Bruno’s father to be? 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 2 

'What do you think of all this, Maria?' he asked after a long silence because he had 

always liked Maria and felt as if she was one of the family, even though Father said 

she was just a maid and overpaid at that. 

'All what?' she asked.  

'This,' he said as if it was the most obvious thing in the world. 'Coming to a place like 

this. Don't you think we've made a big mistake?' 

 'That's not for me to say, Master Bruno,' said Maria. 'Your mother has explained to 

you about your father's job and—'  
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'Oh, I'm tired of hearing about Father's job,' said Bruno, interrupting her. 'That's all 

we ever hear about, if you ask me. Father's job this and Father's job that. Well, if 

Father's job means that we have to move away from our house and the sliding 

banister and my three best friends for life, then I think Father should think twice 

about his job, don't you?'  

Just at that moment there was a creak outside in the hallway and Bruno looked up to 

see the door of Mother and Father's room opening slightly. He froze, unable to move 

for a moment. Mother was still downstairs, which meant that Father was in there and 

he might have heard everything that Bruno had just said. He watched the door, hardly 

daring to breathe, wondering whether 14 Father might come through it and take him 

downstairs for a serious talking-to. 

The door opened wider and Bruno stepped back as a figure appeared, but it wasn't 

Father. It was a much younger man, and not as tall as Father either, but he wore the 

same type of uniform, only without as many decorations on it. He looked very serious 

and his cap was secured tightly on his head. Around his temples Bruno could see that 

he had very blond hair, an almost unnatural shade of yellow. He was carrying a box in 

his hands and walking towards the staircase, but he stopped for a moment when he 

saw Bruno standing there watching him. He looked the boy up and down as if he had 

never seen a child before and wasn't quite sure what he was supposed to do with one: 

eat it, ignore it or kick it down the stairs. Instead he gave Bruno a quick nod and 

continued on his way. 

 

Why does Bruno ask Maria’s opinion on the family moving house? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 

Why would Father call Maria an overpaid maid? 

____________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
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What does Bruno think of his father’s job? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

 

Describe the young soldier Bruno sees on the stairs. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 
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Week 3 

Read the extract and then complete the questions below 

 

‘There was only one thing for it and that was to speak to Father. Father hadn't left 

Berlin in the car with them that morning. Instead he had left a few days earlier, on the 

night of the day that Bruno had come home to find Maria going through his things, 

even the things he'd hidden at the back that belonged to him and were nobody else's 

business. 

In the days following, Mother, Gretel, Maria, Cook, Lars and Bruno had spent all their 

time boxing up their belongings and loading them into a big truck to be brought to 

their new home at Out-With. It was on this final morning, when the house looked 

empty and not like their real home at all, that the very last things they owned were 

put into suitcases and an official car with red-and-black flags on the front had 

stopped at their door to take them away. Mother, Maria and Bruno were the last 

people to leave the house and it was Bruno's belief that Mother didn't realize the 

maid was still standing there, because as they took one last look around the empty 

hallway where they had spent so many happy times, the place where the Christmas 

tree stood in December, the place where the wet umbrellas were left in a stand during 

the winter months, the place where Bruno was supposed to leave his muddy shoes 

when he came in but never did, Mother had shaken her head and said something very 

strange.  

'We should never have let the Fury come to dinner,' she said. 'Some people and their 

determination to get ahead.'  

Just after she said that she turned round and Bruno could see that she had tears in 

her eyes, but she jumped when she saw Maria standing there, watching her. 

'Maria,' she said, in a startled tone of voice. 'I thought you were in the car.'  

'I was just leaving, ma'am,' said Maria. 

'I didn't mean-' began Mother before shaking her head and starting again. 'I wasn't 

trying to suggest-' 
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 'I was just leaving, ma'am,' repeated Maria, who must not have known the rule 

about not interrupting Mother, and stepped through the door quickly and ran to the 

car. Mother had frowned but then shrugged, as if none of it really mattered any more 

anyway.  

'Come on then, Bruno,' she said, taking his hand and locking the door behind them. 

'Let's just hope we get to come back here someday when all this is over.'  

The official car with the flags on the front had taken them to a train station; where 

there were two tracks separated by a wide platform, and on either side a train stood 

waiting for the passengers to board. Because there were so many soldiers marching 

about on the other side, not to mention the fact that there was a long hut belonging 

to the signalman separating the tracks, Bruno could only make out the crowds of 

people for a few moments before he and his family boarded a very comfortable train 

with very few people on it and plenty of empty seats and fresh air when the windows 

were pulled down. If the trains had been going in different directions, he thought, it 

wouldn't have seemed so odd, but they weren't; they were both pointed eastwards. 

For a moment he considered running across the platform to tell the people about the 

empty seats in his carriage, but he decided not to as something told him that if it 

didn't make Mother angry, it would probably make Gretel furious, and that would be 

worse still.’ 

 

Why was Mother shocked at Maria overhearing her talking to Bruno? 

____________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Describe the station and the carriage Bruno and his family travel in. 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 
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Describe the train carriage that Bruno travels in using 3 adjectives 

__________________________________________________ 

 

What does Bruno see on the other track? 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

 

In the quotation 'Let's just hope we get to come back here someday when all this 

is over.' Identify the following words:- 

 

Contractions 

Nouns 

Adverbs 

Prepositions 

  

Parent/carer comments: 
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Week 4 

 
The following extract is taken from the story of The Boy in the Striped pyjamas. What 
changes does Shmuel tell Bruno have happened to him? 

 

 
'All I know is this,' began Shmuel. 'Before we came here I lived with my mother and 

father and my brother Josef in a small flat above the store where Papa makes his 

watches. Every morning we ate our breakfast together at seven o'clock and while we 

went to school, Papa mended the watches that people brought to him and made new 

ones too. I had a beautiful watch that he gave me but I don't have it any more. It had 

a golden face and I wound it up every night before I went to sleep and it always told 

the right time.' 

 'What happened to it?' asked Bruno. 

 'They took it from me,' said Shmuel. 

 'Who?' 

 'The soldiers, of course,' said Shmuel as if this was the most obvious thing in the 

world. 

'And then one day things started to change,' he continued. 'I came home from school 

and my mother was making armbands for us from a special cloth and drawing a star 

on each one. Like this.' Using his finger he drew a design in the dusty ground beneath 

him.  

'And every time we left the house, she told us we had to wear one of these 

armbands.'  

'My father wears one too,' said Bruno. 'On his uniform. It's very nice. It's bright red 

with a black-and-white design on it.' Using his finger he drew another design in the 

dusty ground on his side of the fence.  

'Yes, but they're different, aren't they?' said Shmuel. 

'No one's ever given me an armband,' said Bruno. 



17 
 

'But I never asked to wear one,' said Shmuel.  

'All the same,' said Bruno, 'I think I'd quite like one. I don't know which one I'd prefer 

though, your one or Father's.'  

Shmuel shook his head and continued with his story. He didn't often think about these 

things anymore because remembering his old life above the watch shop made him 

very sad. 

'We wore the armbands for a few months,' he said. 'And then things changed again. I 

came home one day and Mama said we couldn't live in our house any more—‘ 

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

  

Parent/carer comments: 
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Week 5 

Chapter 7 Extract 

Read the extract and then complete the questions below 

 

‘He hadn't been able to think of anyone to ask before, but this seemed like a perfect 

moment and the perfect person.  

'Maria,' he said, 'can I ask you a question?'  

The maid turned round and looked at him in surprise. 'Of course, Master Bruno,' she 

said. 

'And if I ask you this question, will you promise not to tell anyone that I asked it?'  

She narrowed her eyes suspiciously but nodded. 'All right,' she said. 'What is it you 

want to know?'  

'It's about Pavel,' said Bruno. 'You know him, don't you? The man who comes and 

peels the vegetables and then waits on us at table.'  

'Oh yes,' said Maria with a smile. She sounded relieved that his question wasn't going 

to be about anything more serious. 

'I know Pavel. We've spoken on many occasions. Why do you ask about him?' 

 'Well,' said Bruno, choosing his words quite carefully in case he said something he 

shouldn't, 'do you remember soon after we got here when I made the swing on the 

oak tree and fell and cut my knee?' 

 'Yes,' said Maria. 'It's not hurting you again, is it?'  

'No, it's not that,' said Bruno. 'But when I hurt it, Pavel was the only grown-up around 

and he brought me in here and cleaned it and washed it and put the green ointment 

on it, which stung but I suppose it made it better, and then he put a bandage on it.' 

'That's what anyone would do if someone's hurt,' said Maria. 

'I know,' he continued. 'Only he told me then that he wasn't really a waiter at all.'  
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Maria's face froze a little and she didn't say anything for a moment. Instead she 

looked away and licked her lips a little before nodding her head. 'I see,' she said. 'And 

what did he say he was really?'  

'He said he was a doctor,' said Bruno. 'Which didn't seem right at all. He's not a 

doctor, is he?' 

 'No,' said Maria, shaking her head. 'No, he's not a doctor. He's a waiter.'  

 'I knew it,' said Bruno, feeling very pleased with himself. 'Why did he lie to me then? 

It doesn't make any sense.'  

'Pavel is not a doctor any more, Bruno,' said Maria quietly. 'But he was. In another 

life. Before he came here.' Bruno frowned and thought about it.  

'I don't understand,' he said. 

'Few of us do,' said Maria. 

 'But if he was a doctor, why isn't he one still?' 

Maria sighed and looked out of the window to make sure that no one was coming, 

then nodded towards the chairs and both she and Bruno sat down.  

'If I tell you what Pavel told me about his life,' she said, 'you mustn't tell anyone - do 

you understand? We would all get in terrible trouble.' 

'I won't tell anyone,' said Bruno, who loved to hear secrets and almost never spread 

them around, except when it was totally necessary of course, and there was nothing 

he could do about it.  

'All right,' said Maria. 'This is as much as I know.' 
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What does Bruno ask Maria about Pavel? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Why is Pavel no longer a doctor? 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

Why does Maria make Bruno promise not to tell anyone what she is saying about 

Pavel? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Task Two:  Describe the below image of Pavel and include the following:- 

 Super Sentence 

 Simile 

 Adjectives 

 

 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

  

Parent/carer comments: 
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Week 6 

 

Comparison Table: Shmuel and Bruno 

Shmuel and Bruno have lots of similarities and differences. Use this table to discover 

what they are. The two end columns represent their differences and the column in 

the middle represents what they have in common. Fill in all of the spaces. 

Use the ideas at the bottom  

Shmuel Similarities Bruno 
1.  
 
2.  
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
  
6.  
 
7.  
 
8. 

1. 
 
2.Victim of  
circumstance  
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

1.  
 
2. 
 
3.  
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 
8.  

 

 Family are Nazis 

 Family are Polish  

 Would like to be 

an explorer  

 Wears striped 

pyjamas 

 Nine years old 

 Lives in a house 

 Gets plenty of 

food  

 Understands 

what is 

happening at 

‘Out-With’ 

 Jewish 

 Lives in a bunk 

with several 

other people 

 Victim of 

circumstance 
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 Would like to 

work in a zoo 

 Ignorant of what 

is happening 

 Tried chocolate 

once 

 Has a sister called 

Gretel 

 Been separated 

from his family 

 Liked where they 

lived 

 Forced to move 

 Educated 

 Innocent

  

Parent/carer comments: 
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Week 7 

Read the extract and then complete the questions below 

 

‘And then one day things started to change,’ Shmuel continued. ‘I came home from 
school and my mother was making armbands for us from a special cloth and drawing a 
star on each one. Like this.’ Using his finger he drew a design in the dusty ground 
beneath him. 

 
‘And every time we left the house, she told us we had to wear one of these armbands.’ 
‘My father wears one too,’ said Bruno. ‘On his uniform. It’s very nice. It’s bright red with 
a black and white design on it.’ Using his finger he drew another design in the dusty 
ground on his side of the fence. 

 
‘Yes, but they’re different aren’t they?’ said Shmuel. 
‘No one’s ever given me an armband.’ Said Bruno. 
‘But I never asked to wear one,’ said Shmuel. 
 ‘All the same,’ said Bruno, ‘I think I’d quite like one. I don’t know which I’d prefer 
though, your one or Father’s’ 
Shmuel shook his head and continued with his story. He didn’t often like to think about 
these things any more because remembering his old life above the watch shop made 
him very sad. 
‘We wore arm bands for a few months,’ he said. ‘And then things changed again. I came 
home and Mama said we couldn’t live in our house anymore…’ 
‘That happened to me too!’ shouted Bruno, delighted that he wasn’t the only boy who’d 
been forced to move. ‘The Fury came for dinner, you see, and the next thing I knew we 
moved here. And I hate it here,’ he added in a loud voice. ‘Did he come to your house 
and do the same thing?’ 
‘No, but when we were told we couldn’t live in our house we had to move to a different 
part of Cracow, where the soldiers built a big wall and my mother and father and my 
brother and I all had to live in one room.’ 
‘All of you?’ asked Bruno. ‘In one room?’ 
‘And not just us,’ said Shmuel. ‘There was another family there and the mother and 
father were always fighting and one of the sons was bigger than me and hit me even 
when I did nothing wrong.’ 

 

 

Annotate: 

 Identify words and phrases that show how Bruno and Shmuel are feeling 

 Identify differences in the way the two boys speak 

 Identify differences in the way the two boys interact. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nisbett.com/symbols/images/star-d1.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.nisbett.com/symbols/star-david.htm&h=282&w=282&sz=4&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=8lKx1VEyBXUWwM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=114&prev=/images?q%3Dstar%2Bof%2Bdavid%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.illuminati-news.com/graphics/06-06/061406/b/babylon_swastika.png&imgrefurl=http://reagangahagan.blogspot.com/2007/11/college-newspaper-reporter-busted-for.html&h=500&w=500&sz=7&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=3ZI07xnomhhrjM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q%3Dswastika%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX
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What was Shmuel’s mother doing when he got home from school? 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
______ 

 
Pick out two pieces of evidence which show that Bruno and Shmuel are quite 
similar. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
______ 

 
Using this extract only, explain the main difference between Bruno and Shmuel.  

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
______ 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
______ 

 
 
 

Parent/carer comments: 


