
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WCSA 
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Home Learning Book – Learning Cycle 2  

Name: _______________________________Tutor Group: 7___ 

English Teacher(s): ___________________________________ 



Learning Cycle 3  

 

• During the Assessment Week, students will be assessed on the material that they have 
covered the previous seven weeks. 
 

• Following this, the teacher will re-teach areas of underachievement, as identified during the 
assessment week, during the Super Teaching week.  
 

• The tasks require students to answer the questions to consolidate their reading of the book. 
 

• Some tasks may involve reading / re-reading of the book at home – here is the address for 
an electronic version of the book should you need it. 
 

• https://www.anderson5.net/cms/lib02/SC01001931/Centricity/Domain/222/The%20Boy%2
0in%20the%20Striped%20Pajamas.pdf 

 

 
February 2019 

11 12 13 14 15 Teaching week 1 
18 19 20 21 22 Half Term 
25 26 27 28 1 Teaching week 2 

March 2019 

4 5 6 7 8 Teaching week 3 
11 12 13 14 15 Teaching week 4 
18 19 20 21 22 Teaching week 5 
25 26 27 28 29 Teaching week 6 

April 2019 

1 2 3 4 5 Teaching week 7 
8 9 10 11 12 Easter Holiday 
15 16 17 18 19 Easter Holiday 
22 23 24 25 26 Assessment week 

May 2019 29 30 1 2 3 Super Teaching week 

Useful websites 

• https://www.anderson5.net/cms/lib02/SC01001931/Centricity/Domain/2
22/The%20Boy%20in%20the%20Striped%20Pajamas.pdf 
 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Boy_in_the_Striped_Pyjamas 
 

• https://johnboyne.com/book/the-boy-in-the-striped-pyjamas-6/ 
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CONTEXT 

It is always helpful to understand the context (the world and issues) surrounding a 
topic of study. You will need to research World War Two (WW2) to introduce 
yourself to some of the ideas and themes that will come up throughout your study 
of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. 

Topic 1: The Holocaust. 

What does the word mean? 

________________________________________________________________ 

When did it happen? 

________________________________________________________________ 

What happened during the Holocaust? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Why did it take place? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Who was responsible and who was targeted? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Any extra information. Eg. Where were the concentration camps? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

WEEK 1 
Research 



Topic 2: The Nazi Party 

Who were the Nazi Party? 

________________________________________________________________ 

What did they believe in? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Who was Hitler? 

________________________________________________________________ 

What was the ‘Hitler Youth’? 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Topic 3: Propaganda 

What is propaganda? 

________________________________________________________________ 

Who was Josef Goebbels? 

________________________________________________________________What 
does ‘Aryan race’ mean? 

________________________________________________________________What 
did the Nazi party want the German people to believe about people from the Jewish 
faith? 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/carer comments: 



Chapters 1-3  

Chapter 1 

Use the online version of the story (or borrow a copy from the library) to help you if 
you get stuck. 

1. How do we know Bruno’s family are rich? 
___________________________________________________________ 

2. What is Maria (the maid) doing as the story begins? 
___________________________________________________________ 

3. How does his mother look on this occasion? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Why do the family have to move? 
___________________________________________________________ 

5. Why does Bruno not want to leave? 
___________________________________________________________ 

6. What kind of person do you imagine Bruno’s father to be? 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
EXTENSION TASK 

What are your favourite things about your home and local area? 

___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Consolidation Week 2 



Chapter 2 

1. Describe Bruno’s old house in Berlin. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

2. Describe Bruno’s new house. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

     3. What does Bruno think of his father’s job? 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

 

4. Describe the young soldier Bruno sees on the stairs. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

  



Activity 

Draw a picture of the young soldier Bruno sees on the stairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 3 

1. Describe Gretel, Bruno’s sister. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

2. How well do Bruno and Gretel get on? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 

3. What is the name of their new house? 
__________________________________________________ 
 

4. Use three adjectives to describe the relationship Bruno has with Gretel. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent/carer comments: 



Bruno’s/Gretel’s Diary Entry 

Imagine that you are Bruno or Gretel and that you are keeping a diary.  
Write a diary entry, focusing on your character’s thoughts and feelings.  
Don’t forget to write in first person (I, me, etc.) 

Use the frame below to help you or create your own on lined paper: 
 

12th January 1943 

 

Dear Diary, 

 

We’ve just arrived in the new house, which is called Out-With, and I’m 
feeling _________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Out-With is really horrible.  All you can see is ____________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Research/ 

Consolidation 

Week 3 



Even worse, my family are really annoying, especially _________, who is 
always _________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Finally, _________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Parent/carer comments: 



 

Annotating a Text 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruno smiled and walked towards the door,  
indicating that Gretel should follow him.  
She gave out a large sigh as she did so,  
stopping to put the doll on the bed but  
then changing her mind and picking it up  
and holding it close to her chest as she  
went into her brother’s room, where she  

was nearly knocked over by Maria storming  
out of it  holding something that closely  

resembled a dead mouse. 
 
 
 
  

Consolidation WEEK 4 

The following extract is taken from the story of The Boy in the Striped 
pyjamas. Annotate the extract identifying the meaning and effect of 
the author’s language choices 

Annotate: 

 Identify all the verbs and explain their effects 

 Identify the two adjectives in this extract and explain what they suggest. 

 What effect does the image of Gretel holding her doll close to her chest have on the reader? 

 



 
 
 

Trying not to appear too obvious, he (Bruno)  
strolled casually towards it. He placed his hands in  
the pockets of his short trousers and attempted to  
whistle a song he knew while not looking at his sister  

at all. 
 
 
 
 
Gretel agreed. She didn’t want to go on staring but it was 
very difficult to turn her eyes away. So far, all she had 

seen was the forest facing her own window, which looked 
a little dark but a good place for picnics if there was any 

sort of clearing further along it. But from this side of 
the house the view was very different. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
  

Why is annotating useful for helping to develop our understanding of 
the story? Write your answer in the space below. 

What can you identify in the next two extracts? 

Parent/carer comments: 



 
 

Task One: Chapter 7 questions 

Use the online version of the story (or borrow a copy from the library) to help you if 
you get stuck. 

Describe the one person Bruno knew to be mad. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
What does Bruno do to entertain himself? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
What is Bruno’s opinion of Lieutenant Kotler? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
How does Gretel act around Lieutenant Kotler? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
How does Lieutenant Kotler treat Bruno? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
How does Lieutenant Kotler treat Pavel? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
How does Bruno feel when Lieutenant Kotler treats Pavel like this? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

Consolidation WEEK 5 



How does Bruno injure himself? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
Describe Bruno’s injury. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
Who looks after him and what do they do? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
What do we learn about Pavel’s past? 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why does Pavel’s behaviour change when Bruno’s mother arrives? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
How does Bruno’s mother treat Pavel? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
Why won’t she tell Bruno’s father what happened? 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
Does Bruno understand the situation here at Out-With? Explain. 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

  



Task Two:  Re-tell this story from Pavel’s point of view. 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

  

Parent/carer comments: 



 

 

Comparison Table: Shmuel and Bruno 

 

Shmuel and Bruno have lots of similarities and differences. Use this table to discover 
what they are. The two end columns represent their differences and the column in 
the middle represents what they have in common. Fill in all of the spaces. 

Use the ideas at the bottom to get you started. 

Shmuel Similarities Bruno 
1.  
 
2.  
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
  
6.  
 
7.  
 
8. 

1. 
 
2.Victim of  
circumstance  
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

1.  
 
2. 
 
3.  
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7. 
 
8.  

 

• Family are Nazis 
• Polish  
• Would like to be 

an explorer  
• Nine years old 

• Has no home  
• Gets plenty of 

food  
• Victim of 

circumstance 

• Would like to 
work in a zoo 

• Ignorant of what 
is happening 

  

WEEK 6 

Consolidation 

Parent/carer comments: 



WEEK 7 
 

Read the extract and then complete the questions below 

‘And then one day things started to change,’ Shmuel continued. ‘I came home from 
school and my mother was making armbands for us from a special cloth and drawing a 
star on each one. Like this.’ Using his finger he drew a design in the dusty ground 
beneath him. 

 
‘And every time we left the house, she told us we had to wear one of these armbands.’ 
‘My father wears one too,’ said Bruno. ‘On his uniform. It’s very nice. It’s bright red with 
a black and white design on it.’ Using his finger he drew another design in the dusty 
ground on his side of the fence. 

 
‘Yes, but they’re different aren’t they?’ said Shmuel. 
‘No one’s ever given me an armband.’ Said Bruno. 
‘But I never asked to wear one,’ said Shmuel. 
 ‘All the same,’ said Bruno, ‘I think I’d quite like one. I don’t know which I’d prefer 
though, your one or Father’s’ 
Shmuel shook his head and continued with his story. He didn’t often like to think about 
these things any more because remembering his old life above the watch shop made 
him very sad. 
‘We wore arm bands for a few months,’ he said. ‘And then things changed again. I came 
home and Mama said we couldn’t live in our house anymore…’ 
‘That happened to me too!’ shouted Bruno, delighted that he wasn’t the only boy who’d 
been forced to move. ‘The Fury came for dinner, you see, and the next thing I knew we 
moved here. And I hate it here,’ he added in a loud voice. ‘Did he come to your house 
and do the same thing?’ 
‘No, but when we were told we couldn’t live in our house we had to move to a different 
part of Cracow, where the soldiers built a big wall and my mother and father and my 
brother and I all had to live in one room.’ 
‘All of you?’ asked Bruno. ‘In one room?’ 
‘And not just us,’ said Shmuel. ‘There was another family there and the mother and 
father were always fighting and one of the sons was bigger than me and hit me even 
when I did nothing wrong.’ 
 

 

 

Consolidation 

Annotate: 

 Identify words and phrases that show how Bruno and Shmuel are feeling 

 Identify differences in the way the two boys speak 

 Identify differences in the way the two boys interact. 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nisbett.com/symbols/images/star-d1.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.nisbett.com/symbols/star-david.htm&h=282&w=282&sz=4&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=8lKx1VEyBXUWwM:&tbnh=114&tbnw=114&prev=/images?q=star+of+david&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.illuminati-news.com/graphics/06-06/061406/b/babylon_swastika.png&imgrefurl=http://reagangahagan.blogspot.com/2007/11/college-newspaper-reporter-busted-for.html&h=500&w=500&sz=7&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=3ZI07xnomhhrjM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=swastika&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=X


1) What was Shmuel’s mother doing when he got home from school? 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 

2) Pick out two pieces of evidence which show that Bruno and Shmuel are quite 
similar. 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 

3) Using this extract only, explain the main difference between Bruno and 
Shmuel.  

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 

4) How do you think Shmuel has been treated? Use evidence to support your 
answer. 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
  

Parent/carer comments: 



Optional Extension Tasks 
Can be completed throughout the unit to enhance your learning experience. 

 
 


