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Introduction to Accelerated Reader





“Perhaps surprisingly, reading for pleasure was found to be more important for children's cognitive development between ages 10 and 16 than their parents' level of education. The combined effect on children's progress of reading books often, going to the library regularly and reading newspapers at 16 was four times greater than the advantage children gained from having a parent with a degree.”


(Dr Alice Sullivan, Institute of Education, London University, 2013)








At Worle Community School Academy, we aim to develop lifelong readers and learners, who love to read for pleasure. We are committed to promoting reading for pleasure and consequently students in Year 7 and 8 will be participating in the Accelerated Reader (also known as ‘AR’) programme. 


Ofsted state: “That schools should take the business of reading for pleasure seriously”.


This short guide aims to provide parents and carers with a short introduction to the programme and offer guidance about supporting their child with reading.








What is Accelerated Reader?








AR is a computer program that helps teachers manage and monitor individual reading practice.


AR is designed to motivate students to read by guiding them to books that are just right for their level and promoting rewards for their progress. Students can then build on their reading skills and enjoy reading, being confident, independent readers who read for pleasure. 


How does it work?�Students take a STAR reading test which identifies their reading level.�Books are analysed using the Advantage/Tasa Operating System (ATOS) to find out what book level they are. ATOS takes into account the most important predictors of text complexity, such as average sentence length, average word length and word difficulty level.


 �By using both bits of data, AR allows students to find books that are most suited for their level and also allows for improvement.   It gives students a wide enough range so that they can find something that suits their interest, rather than be assigned a specific book. This promotes independence as well as reading for pleasure. 


After taking the online STAR reading test, which determines their personalised reading Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) range, students will be able to select a book within their reading range and read it at their own pace.  Fiction books in the LRC have been assigned a Book Level where available and students will be able to use the library catalogue to find relevant titles for them. However, they can also read books from home or the local public library. The website � HYPERLINK "http://www.arbookfind.co.uk" �www.arbookfind.co.uk�  allows students and their carers to search for individual titles and find out their book levels. ��Students are required to do a Book Quiz for each AR book that they read. This will give instant �feedback to them as well as to the English teachers and librarians on how well they have understood the book they have been reading. Library staff can monitor progress by using online reports. �





Reading Lessons


Students are timetabled to spend one lesson a fortnight in the LRC as part of their English lessons.  Students will be given the opportunity to change their books, and log on to AR so they can either do a quiz or keep track of their reading.  Both the librarian and English teachers will use that time to discuss students reading choices, and progress.








What can parents and carers do at home?





SUPPORT YOUR CHILD TO ENJOY READING FOR PLEASURE


Make sure that your child always has a book on the go.


Make sure that your child always has their reading book and passport in their school bag.


Download books and audio books onto smartphones, kindles, ipads and other tablet computers. (remember that public libraries now offer a free eBook service, check � HYPERLINK "http://www.librarieswest.org.uk" �www.librarieswest.org.uk� )


Help your child to seek books that will match their personal interests.


Have a home library, even if it is small (you can find really good and reasonably priced books in a range of shops).


Make sure your child sees you reading as well. You could read the same book as your child and share your experiences.


Encourage your child to read as often as possible.


Encourage them to read to younger siblings.


Remember that everyone is different and reads at a different pace.











SUPPORT YOUR CHILD TO USE ACCELERATED READER


It is often easier for students to begin reading books towards the bottom end of their ZPD range and slowly increase the book level as they pass quizzes.


Students should aim for  85% or above success rate in their quizzes.


Students should aim to do their quiz as soon as possible after finishing a book. This will give them the best chance of passing the quiz. 


Look at popular books on AR Bookfinder to find out what other students are reading.


Use Home Connect—thanks to Home Connect, parents and carers can view their child’s progress. This can be done on any computer with Internet access. Home Connect allows parents and carers to view targets, results of the last quiz taken, and their child’s overall progress. ���





How much Reading?


Students will be given opportunities to read during the school day (during reading lessons and tutor time for example) but it is imperative that parents and carers encourage their children to read at home as well.�According to research, reading 20 minutes or more daily will have the optimum impact not only on students’ literacy levels, but on their work across the curriculum too.  �Students are set one hundred minutes reading homework a week.�





The LRC has produced a variety of booklists to help students and their carers find the right book. There is also a selection of recommended reading guides, available from the LRC.





Please do not hesitate to contact the librarian Kay Sellers, if you have any queries regarding supporting your child’s reading choices.  �











