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Why is regular home learning important?
· It can improve a student’s thinking and memory skills.  This is vital for the new content heavy GCSEs. 

· It helps students to develop positive study skills and habits that will serve them well throughout life.

· Home learning encourages students to use time wisely and efficiently. 

· It teaches students to work independently.

· Home learning teaches students to take responsibility for their own work.

· It allows students to review and practice what has been covered in class and consolidate their knowledge and skills. 

· Equally important, it helps students to get ready for the next day’s class.

· It helps students learn to use resources, such as libraries, reference materials, and computer Web sites to find information.

· It encourages students to explore subjects more fully than classroom time permits.

· It allows students to extend their learning by applying skills to new situations. 

· Home learning helps parents learn more about what their children learning in school.

· It allows parents to communicate with teachers about learning in order to support their children efficiently. 
Cycle 2:  Week 1                                                                         Homework 1

Consolidation:  Elizabethan England in 1558.
The structure of society was hierarchical and this was also seen in the way the country was governed.  Each group in society knew its place and obeyed those were above them in the hierarchy.

Elizabethan government.

· The queen was the head of society and government.  Monarchs were believed to have ‘Divine Rights’ – in other words monarchs believed they had power from God to rule.
· The Royal Court was the centre of all political power.  The court was mostly made up of the nobility. They were the monarch’s key servants, advisors and friends.  The role of the court was to entertain and advise the monarch.

· The Privy Council was made up of leading courtiers, advisors, nobles and senior government officials.  There were 19 members on the Privy Council and were all chosen by Elizabeth and they met several times a week.  The role of the Privy Council was to advise the monarch on government policy, make sure the monarch’s final decisions were carried out, to oversee law and order and to monitor JPs.

· Parliament was made up of the House of Lords and the House of Commons.  Parliament could only be called and dismissed by the monarch.  Elizabeth only called parliament 10 times in her reign -  usually when she needed parliament to grant money from taxes to pay for the running of and defence of the country.

· Each county had a Lord-Lieutenant chosen by the monarch.  They were members of the nobility and on the Privy Council.  They were in charge of the local militia and overseeing the country’s defences.

· JPs (Justices of the Peace) were large landowners who were responsible for law and order in their local areas.  They were unpaid and reported to the Privy Council.  They had to make sure that government policies were carried out in their areas.  They were also responsible for county court cases (held every three months).
Task 1
Write a meaning for the term ‘Divine Rights’.

Task 2

Complete the table below giving the key features of each part of Elizabethan Government.

	
	Key features

	Royal Court
	

	Privy Council
	

	Parliament
	

	Lords Lieutenant
	

	JPs
	


Checked by teacher: __________________      Date: _______________
Cycle 2:  Week 2                                                                        Homework 2

Consolidation:  What problems did Elizabeth face on her accession to the throne?
Problem 1:  Legitimacy

To inherit the throne, it was essential that the monarch was legitimate, which meant being born whilst the reigning king and queen were married.  Elizabeth’s legitimacy was in doubt because Henry VIII had divorced his first wife to marry his second (Anne Boleyn).  England was a catholic country and the Pope refused to grant Henry a divorce (Catholics do not believe in divorce) and so this led to Henry creating the Church of England with himself as head of the church.  Henry then granted himself a divorce so that he could marry Anne Boleyn.  Henry and Anne Boleyn married and Elizabeth was born.  However many Catholics refused to acknowledge Henry’s divorce because the Pope had not agreed to it and so they did not accept that Elizabeth was legitimate.

Problem 2:  Gender and Marriage

A queen who ruled in her own right was seen as unusual, at this time.  The Christian religion taught that women should be under the authority of men.  Furthermore, monarchs at this time were expected to lead their armies into battle.  Women were not seen as physically, mentally or emotionally capable to ruling.

Many people thought that Elizabeth should marry.  However, she had no intention of doing so.  Elizabeth turned down some of the most eligible princes of Europe because she was worried that by marrying a foreign prince they would put England’s needs second to their own country.  As Elizabeth refused to marry, there was an additional problem as to who would be heir to the throne after Elizabeth died.
Problem 3:  Financial problems

Elizabeth’s government did not have much money when she became queen.  England had fought costly wars and lots of the Crown’s land had been sold off to raise money to fight them.  To be strong, Elizabeth needed to be wealthy.  Defending England and her throne was very expensive.  Taxes were unpopular and parliament had to agree them.  In return, parliament could make demands on Elizabeth.  Elizabeth, therefore, did not want to have to rely too much on parliament for her income.

Problem 4:  Religion

Elizabeth was a protestant and when she was crowned queen England was a catholic county.  Elizabeth wanted to make England protestant again.  However, she realised that this would cause religious conflict as Catholics would not be happy.

Problem 5:  Threat of invasion.

When Elizabeth was crowned queen she faced threats from France and Scotland.  Scotland was ruled by Elizabeth’s cousin, Mary Queen of Scots, who was catholic and who also believed that she was the rightful heir to the English throne.  England’s border with Scotland was remote and hard to defend which meant it saw constant fighting and raids.

Elizabeth also faced threat of invasion from France and Spain who were powerful catholic countries.  Divisions between catholics and protestants were causing religious conflict in Europe and Elizabeth worried that Spain and France might unite against England and it protestant queen.

Task 1.
a)  Write a meaning for the key word ‘legitimacy’.

b)  Why did some people claim that Elizabeth did not have a legitimate claim to the throne?
Task 2

a)  Use the information above to complete the following table, explaining the problems Elizabeth faced when she became queen.

	Gender
	

	Marriage
	

	Religion
	

	Finance
	

	Foreign threats
	

	Legitimacy
	


Extension:

Which problem was Elizabeth’s greatest threat and why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Checked by teacher:  ___________________    Date: ___________
Cycle 2:  Week 3                                                                    Homework 3
Consolidation:  The ‘settlement’ of religion
Religion had been the source of many problems since Henry VIII divorced Catherine of Aragon in 1533.  Elizabeth was protestant but she did not want to antagonise the Catholics so she wanted to establish a form of Protestantism that Catholics would accept.

Elizabeth’s religious settlement was designed to be accepted by as many of her subjects (people) as possible.  The religious settlement was established in 1559 and came in three parts:

The Act of Supremacy:  This Act made Elizabeth the Supreme Governor of the Church of England.  All clergy and royal officials had to swear an oath of allegiance to her as head of the Church.  Many Catholics accepted this because it seemed to accept the Pope as overall Head of the Church.

The Act of Uniformity:  This Act specified the appearance of churches and the form of church service which people had to follow throughout England.  Elizabeth combined a mixture of catholic and protestant features to try to appease both religions.  Features which pleased Protestants were:  church services were held in English (not Latin), anew payer book was introduced in English and the Bible was also translated into English.  Features which pleased Catholics were:  candles were still used in services, churches were still allow to display crucifixes and statues, priests were also still allowed to wear their special vestments.  
This Act ordered that everyone was to attend church on a Sunday and other holy days.  If they did not attend they would be fined.
The Royal Injunctions:  This was a set of instructions for the clergy on how people should worship God and the structure of church services.

The church was responsible for enforcing the religious settlement.  Visitations were inspections of churches and the clergy to ensure that everyone was following the terms of the religious settlement.  Any clergy found not to be following the terms were dismissed from their jobs.

The majority of people accepted Elizabeth’s religious settlement and attended the Church of England’s services, even though many of them held on their catholic beliefs.  The wording of the new prayer book helped because it could be understood to mean different things by Catholics and Protestants.  However some Catholics and Puritans (strict Protestants) tried to challenge Elizabeth’s religious settlement.

Task 1:

a)  What was Elizabeth’s main aim when establishing her ‘religious settlement’?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b)  Give 2 reasons why some Catholics accepted the religious settlement.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c)  Give 2 reasons why some Protestants accepted the religious settlement.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

d)  What is a visitation?
e)  Define the term ‘Puritan’.

Task 2 (4 mark question) 

Give 2 features of Elizabeth’s religious settlement

Feature1:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Feature2:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Checked by teacher: __________________   Date: ________________
Cycle 2:  Week 4                                                                      Homework 4
Consolidation:  Challenges to Elizabeth’s religious settlement.
The Puritan challenges
Puritans were happy that Elizabeth had reintroduced Protestantism once more but did not like some of the remaining traces of the Catholic Church such as statues and crucifixes in churches and the vestments worn by the clergy.  Elizabeth demanded that each church should display a crucifix.  However, when some Puritan bishops threatened to resign, Elizabeth had to back down.  Elizabeth also wanted the clergy to wear special vestments.  By 1565, it was clear that not all clergy were wearing what the Queen had commanded.  Priests who refused to wear special vestments were sacked from their jobs.

The Catholic challenges

The pope excommunicated Elizabeth from the Catholic Church in 1570 and instructed Catholics not to attend Church of England services

In November 1569, the Catholic Earls of Northumberland and Westmorland led a rebellion in the north of England in an attempt to restore Catholicism in the churches.  The Earls managed to take Durham Cathedral and reinstalled catholic mass.  However, the rebellion was soon put down by royal troops.

Task 1:
a)  Why did the Puritans challenge Elizabeth’s religious settlement and how did they challenge it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b)  How did the Catholics challenge Elizabeth’s religious settlement?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 2:

Which challenge posed the biggest threat to Elizabeth and why?


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Checked by teacher: _______________  Date: ____________
Cycle 2:  Week 5                                                                           Homework 5
Consolidation:  The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots.

Mary, Queen of Scots was the catholic queen of Scotland with a strong claim to the English throne.  She was Elizabeth’s second cousin and there were no issues about her legitimacy.  Her mother, was from a very powerful catholic French noble family and Mary married the French King.
Following Mary’s marriage to the French King, Mary spent much of her time in France whilst her mother ruled Scotland.  During Mary’s absence from Scotland, Elizabeth helped the Scottish protestants rebel against Mary’s mother by sending money and troops.  The rebellion ended successfully for the Protestants with the Treaty of Edinburgh.  This Treaty said that Mary, Queen of Scots would give up her claim to the English throne.  
After the unexpected death of her husband in 1560, Mary returned to Scotland and married her second husband, Lord Darnley in 1565.  However, in 1567, Darnley was murdered and Mary was suspected of being involved.  The scandal led to the protestant Scottish Lords rebelling again.  They forced Mary to abdicate (give up her throne) and she was imprisoned in a castle on an island in a middle of a lake.  Mary, however, managed to escape and raised an army in attempt to win back her throne.  Mary’s forces were defeated and so Mary fled to England in 1568 seeking Elizabeth’s help against the rebels.  

Elizabeth decided to keep Mary in captivity.  She did not execute Mary because she held the view that monarchs were anointed as placed there by God so it would be wrong to execute.  She also didn’t execute Mary because she was concerned that it would cause the English and Scottish Catholics to rebel as well as the possible threat of French invasions.  However, Mary’s captivity in England increased Elizabeth’s fears of plots and rebellions.
Task 1:  12 mark question.

Explain why Elizabeth was unwilling to execute Mary, Queen of Scots.

Remember you need to write 3 x PEEAL paragraphs.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Checked by teacher:______________   Date: _________

Cycle 2:  Week 6                                                                   Homework 6

Consolidation:  Plots and revolts at home

Mary’s arrival in England triggered various plots which culminated in her execution in 1587.

The Revolt of the Northern Earls, 1569

Some northern catholic nobles such as Westmorland and Northumberland wanted to have more power in the north of England and at court.  They wished to restore Catholicism in England.
The plan for the Revolt:

· The earls of Westmorland Northumberland to raise rebel forces in the north of England and take control of Durham (the biggest town in the north)

· The rebels will then march south to join forces with the Duke of Norfolk (a protestant senior noble) who disliked the favouritism Elizabeth showed to William Cecil and Robert Dudley.

· Several thousand Spanish troops will land in Hartlepool (in the north) to support rebel forces.

· The Duke of Norfolk and the rebel forces will seize control of the government in London and overthrow Elizabeth.

· Any resistance will be overthrown by the Spanish troops

· Mary, Queen of Scots will be freed ready to marry the Duke of Norfolk and take the English throne.

What happened?

Robert Dudley informed Elizabeth of the plot and Norfolk was arrested and sent to the Tower of London on 1st November 1569.  When they heard the news, the Earls of Westmorland and Northumberland pushed ahead with the revolt.  They took control of Durham Cathedral and destroyed any evidence of Protestantism.  They reinstated catholic mass in its place.  Catholics across the north celebrated this victory with holding masses in churches across the north east of England.  The rebels then headed south.  

However the revolt failed because Span’s supporting troops never arrived and Elizabeth managed to raise an army of 14,000 men.  The revolt was crushed and approximately 450 rebels were executed throughout the towns and villages of northern England on Elizabeth’s orders.  Westmorland escaped but Northumberland was captured and executed in York in 1572.

The failed revolt led the Pope to take action against Elizabeth.  In 1570 he issued the Papal Bull that excommunicated Elizabeth and called on all loyal Catholics to depose her, hoping that it would encourage another rebellion.  The papal bull marked a turning point for English Catholics as their loyalty to Elizabeth was now always in doubt.

The Ridolfi plot, 1571

Ridolfi was one of the Pope’s spies living in England.  In 1571 he arranged a plot to murder Elizabeth, launch a Spanish invasion and put Mary, Queen of Scots, on the throne.  As with the Revolt of the Northern Earls, the plan was for Mary to be married to the Duke of Norfolk.

Cecil uncovered the plot.  He gathered evidence (letters in code) to prove that Duke of Norfolk was guilty of plotting against Elizabeth.  Consequently Norfolk was executed.  Ridolfi was abroad when the plot was uncovered and never returned to England.

The plot was significant as it reinforced the threat posed by Mary and the Catholics to Elizabeth so soon after the papal bull was issued.  It also reinforced the threat from Spain.

The Throckmorton Plot, 1583.

The Throckmorton Plot was for the French Duke of Guise to invade England, free Mary, overthrow Elizabeth and restore Catholicism in England.  Phillip II (King of Spain) would provide financial support.  Throckmorton, a young Englishman, would act as the go between with Mary.

Sir Francis Walsingham uncovered the plot.  His agent found incriminating papers at Throckmorton’s house.  Throckmorton was arrested and executed.  This plot once again emphasized the threat Mary posed to Elizabeth.  It also showed the potential threat if the forces of Spain and France were to combine in the future.

The Babington Plot, 1586

The Babington Plot centred on the murder of Elizabeth and encouraged English Catholics to rebel.  The plot was for the French Duke of Guise to invade England and put Mary on the throne.  Both the Pope and King Phillip II supported the plot..  Babington was an English catholic with links to the French.  He wrote a letter to Mary, Queen of Scots, about the plot.  However the letter was intercepted by Walsingham.  Babington was arrested and executed and Mary was finally tried by the Pricy Council.  Found guilty, Mary was sentenced to death in February 1587.

Task 1: 

Give two reasons why the Revolt of the Northern earls in 1569 was such a major threat to Elizabeth.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 2:  

Describe two features of the plots against Elizabeth I in the years 1571-86.

Feature 1: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Feature 2: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task 3:

Compare the threats to Elizabeth from 1571-86.  Which was the most serious and why?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Checked by teacher: __________________   Date: ________________

Cycle 2:  Weeks 7&8                                                            Homework 7&8

Revision.

Create revision resources on Elizabeth units 1 and 2 to prepare for your assessment.

You could make flash cards, mindmaps, spidergrams, bullet point lists or any other resource that helps you to revise.
Checked by teacher: __________________   Date: ________________

Revision notes for Paper 2:  Superpower Relations and the Cold War and Elizabethan England

Unit 1:  Queen, Government and religion 1558-69

Elizabethan Society

There was no police force or permanent army in Elizabethan England and so keeping order relied on a clear social structure in which everyone knew their place and had a role.

The monarch was at the top of society as the most important member of the nobility, followed by:

· The nobility (relatives of the royal family and powerful and rich landowners)

· The gentry (rich landowners)

· Merchants (rich traders and businessmen)

· Yeomen (small landowners)

· Professionals (lawyers, doctors)

· Tenant farmers (people who rented land from the yeomen) and smaller business owners

· Skilled craftsmen (carpenters, glovers, blacksmiths etc)

· Landless labouring poor and unskilled workers

· Vagrants (the homeless)

Wherever you were in Elizabethan society, you owed respect and obedience to those above you.

Elizabethan Government

The Royal Court:  Made up of members of the nobility.  They were the monarch’s key servants, advisers and friends.  Their role was to entertain and advise the monarch.

The Privy Council:  Made up of leading courtiers (from the Royal Court).  There were 19 members on the Privy Council and were chosen by the monarch.  They met at least 3 times a week.  They advised the monarch on government policy, made sure that the monarch’s final decisions were carried out, monitored JPs and monitored the proceedings of parliament

Parliament:  Made up of the House of Lords and House of Commons.  Parliament could only be called and dismissed by the monarch.  Their role was to grant taxes, pass laws and they offered advice to the monarch

Lords Lieutenant:  Each county had a Lord Lieutenant chosen by the monarch.  They were members of the nobility and they were in charge of enforcing policies in their county and raising and training the local militia

JPs:  They were large landowners who kept law and order in their local areas.  They reported to the Privy Council.

Monarchs during Tudor times believed they had Divine Rights – that their right to rule came directly from God.

Problems facing Elizabeth upon her accession:

1) Legitimacy.

Catholics did not regard Elizabeth as a legitimate queen as she was the daughter of Henry VIII’s second wife.  Catholics do not believe in divorce and so did not accept her as the rightful heir to the English throne.

2)  Gender

Many felt that a single woman could offer a strong, effective monarchy.  A female ruling alone was seen as weak and vulnerable

3)  Marriage

Marriage would hopefully lead to an heir and this would settle the problem of succession in the event of Elizabeth’s death.  However, the only suitable man would be a foreign prince and Elizabeth was worried that he would put England’s’ needs second to his own country.

4) Financial problems

When Elizabeth became Queen, her government did not have a lot of money.  This was because previous monarchs had fought costly wards.  To be strong Elizabeth needed to be wealthy.  Defending England and her throne was expensive.

5)  The Scottish threat.

Scotland was ruled by Elizabeth’s cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots.  Mary was a catholic and believed she had more of a claim to the English throne than Elizabeth.  This was a source of worry for Elizabeth.  Scotland had also formed the Auld Alliance with France.  France was a strong catholic county.

6)  The French threat

France was England’s traditional enemy.  France was wealthier than England and deeply catholic.  Under Bloody Mary, the English had lost the French port of Calais which they had controlled since 1347.  Many English were angry about this and wanted Elizabeth to reclaim it.

The settlement of religion

There were religious divisions in England when Elizabeth became queen.  Her father, Henry VIII had created the Church of England which began the English reformation (turning England from a catholic country to a protestant county).  Mary (Elizabeth’s half-sister had restored catholic when she was queen.  This had upset the puritans (strict protestants)

Some parts of England were more catholic than others eg: the north of England.  London and the south east tended to be more protestant.  Elizabeth was a protestant but wanted to find a compromise when it came to England’s’ religion.  This meant establishing a form of Protestantism that most Catholics would accept.

In 1559 Elizabeth established her religious settlement;

The act of supremacy – made Elizabeth supreme governor of the Church of England.  All clergy had to swear an oath of loyalty to her as the head of the church.

The Act of Uniformity – this established the appearance of churches and the form of services they held.  The form of church service was set out in the Book of Common Prayer and all clergy had to use the wording of the prayer book when conducting church services.  This Act also ordered that everyone was to attend church on a Sunday and other holy days.

The Royal Injunctions – a set of instructions for enforcing these acts.  These were given to the clergy.

Visitations were carried out to ensure that these Acts were being followed.

Some Catholics were accepted Elizabeth’s religious settlement because:

· Images were still used in churches and 

· Priests could still wear their special vestments.

Some Protestants accepted Elizabeth’s religious settlement because:

· Services were held in English

· the Bible was written in English

Challenges to the religious settlement

The Puritan Challenge

Puritans were happy that Elizabeth reintroduced Protestantism but did not like some of the remaining traces of the Catholic Church such as the images displayed in churches and the special vestments worn by priests.

The crucifix controversy – Elizabeth demanded that each church should display a crucifix (an image of Jesus dying on the cross).  To puritans, crucifixes represented idols and so some puritan bishops threatened to reign when Elizabeth ordered that they were to be displayed.  Elizabeth had to back down because there weren’t enough protestant clergymen to take place of the catholic clergymen who had been dismissed.

The vestments controversy – Elizabeth wanted Protestants to wear special vestments.  Puritans were against this as believed priest’s vestments should be plain and simple.  By 1565, it was clear that not all clergy were wearing the special vestments and some were dismissed form their jobs as a result.

The catholic challenges

The Pope – in 1566 the Pope issued an instruction to English Catholics.  He told them not to attend Church of England services.  Some Catholics did not attend church but Elizabeth did not enforce punishments.

The revolt of the Northern Earls – in 1569 the Earls of Northumberland and Westmorland led a rebellion in the north of England against Elizabeth.  During the rebellion they took hold of Durham Cathedral and reinstated full catholic mass.  Although the Earls appealed to the northern catholic nobility for support, the vast majority of catholic nobles stayed loyal to Elizabeth.  The rebellion was successfully put down and hundreds of rebels were executed in towns and cities across the north.

The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots

Mary, Queen of Scots was a catholic with a strong claim to the English throne.

Mary fled to England in 1568 as the protestant Scottish lords claimed that she was guilty of murdering her second husband, Lord Darnley.  On arriving in England, Mary wanted Elizabeth to help her to reclaim the Scottish throne.  Elizabeth refused for fear of upsetting the Scottish protestant nobles.  Elizabeth allowed Mary to remain in England but in captivity – she couldn’t allow Mary to have complete freedom because it was thought that the English Catholics might try to put Mary on the English throne.  Neither, did she execute Mary as she believed that it went against God’s will to execute an anointed monarch. Mary’s arrival in England increased Elizabeth’s fears of plots and rebellions.

Unit 2:  Challenges at home and abroad 1569-88

Plots and revolts at home

The Revolt of the Northern Earls, 1569

· Led by the Earls of Westmorland and Northumberland in the north of England.

· The Earls were catholic and unhappy with Elizabeth’s religious settlement.  They were also angry because they lost their power in the royal court.

· The Earls took hold of Durham cathedral and reinstated catholic mass

· The rebels also took hold of Hartlepool on the coast.  This worried Elizabeth because she feared that Spain might send troops to help the Earls

· Elizabeth raised an army and the revolt was crushed.

· 450 rebels were executed throughout the towns and cities of northern England

· Elizabeth’s brutal punishment of the rebels led to the Pope issuing the Papal Bull which called upon all Catholics to depose her

The Ridolfi plot, 1571

· Ridolfi was an Italian banker living in England and was one of the Pope’s spies.

· He arranged a plot to murder Elizabeth, launch a Spanish invasion and put Mary, Queen of Scots on the throne.  She was to marry the Duke of Norfolk

· William Cecil uncovered the plot and Norfolk was executed.

The Throckmorton Plot, 1583

· This planned for the Duke of Guise (cousin to MQS) to invade England, free Mary, overthrow Elizabeth and restore Catholicism in England.

· Spain would provide financial backing

· Walsingham uncovered the plot and Throckmorton was arrested and executed.

The Babington Plot, 1586

· Centred on the murder of Elizabeth and encouraged English Catholics to rebel.

· The plot involved the Duke of Guise invading England and put Mary on the throne.  

· Willingham uncovered the plot and Babington was executed.

· This plot also led to the execution of MQS

Relations with Spain

Elizabeth’s foreign policy (DAP)

· Develop trade with other countries 

· Avoid war

· Protect England’s borders and the throne

New World – new discovered north and South America.  Spain controlled much of the new World where there were valuable, new trading opportunities.

In 1572 Elizabeth hired Drake as a privateer.  He became the second person in the world to circumnavigate the world.  Drake claimed lad in the New World (New Albion) and brought £400,000 of Spanish treasure back with him.

Elizabeth’s indirect involvement in the Netherlands

· Spain controlled the Netherlands and tortured Protestants.  

· In 1866 the Dutch protestants rebelled against Spanish rule

· They asked Elizabeth for help but she was reluctant to get directly involved as she knew it would cause a war between England Spain, which she could not afford.

· Instead she indirectly helped the Dutch protestants by allowing the sea beggars to arbour in English ports and sending money to help them

· In 1568, Elizabeth stole the Genoese loan (money loaned to Spain from Italy so that Phillip could pay his troops in the Netherlands)

· By 1576 the Spanish government in the Netherlands was bankrupt and Spain’s forces in the Netherlands mutinied after months without pay.  They rampaged through Dutch towns.  The Dutch Catholics and protestant united together against Spain and drew up the Pacification of Ghent.

· The Pacification of Ghent demanded that all Spanish troops to be expelled from the Netherlands and an end to religious torture.  Spain was forced to sign this and Elizabeth believed she had achieved her goals in the Netherlands

· However, within 6 months, Phillip II of Spain sent a new army to the Netherlands.  The Dutch Protestants asked Elizabeth for support again.  Elizabeth sent Casimir  (a mercenary) over to help the Dutch.  However Casimir devastated catholic Dutch churches which caused the Dutch Catholics to turn to Spain for support.

· In 1584 France and Spain signed the Treaty of Joinville in the fight against Protestantism.

Elizabeth’s direct involvement in the Netherlands

· Due to the Treaty of Joinville, Elizabeth signed the Treaty of Nonesuch in 1585.  This treaty meant that Elizabeth was now directly involved in the Netherlands and she sent over an army to help the Dutch protestants fight the Spanish.

· Elizabeth knew that a Spanish invasion was inevitable and so in 1587, Elizabeth ordered Drake to attack Spain’s navy.  Drake sailed into Cadiz Harbour and over 3 days destroyed 30 ships as well as a great deal of the fleet’s provisions.  This attack was known as the ‘singing of the King of Spain’s beard’.

· Drake then spent several weeks attacking the coast of Portugal.  This caused Spain to break off from building the Armada so that they could defend Portugal from Drakes attacks

· Drakes disruption meant that the Spanish armada was delayed by a year

The Spanish Armada

· The armada was the largest fleet Europe had ever seen – 130 ships, 2,431 guns and around 30,000 men.

· The Spanish armada was under the command of the Duke of Medina-Sidonia.

· The plan was for the Armada to sail up the English Channel to the Netherlands and then join forces,  Together they would sail to Kent to invade England

· The invasion was to be a signal for English Catholics to rebel against Elizabeth.
The Spanish Armada failed for a number of reasons:

· Drake’s attack on Cadiz mad Phillip rush his preparations.  Phillip appointed Medina-Sidonia the leader of the Armada who wasn’t as experienced as the English admiral, who provided excellent leadership for the English fleet.

· The Spanish face poor weather.  The armada sailed into a storm just after its departure and repairs had to be made to several ships.

· The English had light, fast moving battle ships – the opposite of the Spanish.

· When the Spanish fleet anchored at Calais, the English used fire ships to disperse them and so scattered the Armada making it easier for the English to attack.

· Communications between Parma and Medina Sidonia had to go by sea and therefore unreliable.  It took a week for word to reach Parma that Medina Sidonia was in the Channel.  His message came too late.  Therefore he was no there to support Medina Sidonia in the Battle of Gravelines.

· Following Gravelines, the Spanish fleet was driven north by strong winds and was unable to sail towards the Channel.

· The Spanish lost about 50 ships and 20,000 men due to the storms.

Consequences of the English victory

· England had survived an attack by a more powerful country.

· the Anglo-Dutch grew stronger

· The defeat showed the strength of the English navy and gave England the confidence to trade and explore more widely on the open sea.

· The armada marked a long decline in Spanish fortunes
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