15

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]Language

Structure

| Form

‘Alliteration- repetition of the same letter at the start
of two or more words

Allusion- reference to another literary work
Assonance- repetition or pattern of the same vowel
sounds

Connotation- associated meaning of word
Consonance- the partial or total identity of
consonants in words whose main vowels differ
Diction- usually used to describe the level of
formality that a speaker uses

Extended metaphor- a central metaphor that acts.
Tike an “umbrella” to connect other metaphors
wiithin it

Hyperbole- exaggerated statement

Imagery- visually descriptive language

Metaphor- saying one thing is another
Onomatopoeia- a figure of speech where words are
used toimitate sounds

(Oxymoron- two terms appear next to each other
that contradict each other

Pathetic fallacy- weather to create mood
Personification- make object human

Pun- a3 play on viords

Satire- the use of humour or irony to mock, ridicule
or crticise.

‘Semantic field- words related in meaning

Simile- comparing using ‘ike’ or ‘as’

Sibilance- the repetition of an's’ sound in two or
more words
Synecdoche- a figure of speech in which a partis
substituted for the whole

Tone- the implied atitude of 2 writer toward the
subject and characters of a work

Theme- the central idea of a iterary work

‘Anapest- two unaccented syllables followed by an
accented one

Anaphora- the repetition of the same word or phrase at
the beginning of a line.

Caesura- 2 piece of punctuation in the middle of a line
creating a pause in thythm

Dactyl 2 stressed syllable followed by two unstressed

ones.
Elision- the omission of an unstressed vowel or syllable to
preserve the meter of a line of poetry

End-stopped line- line ending in 2 full pause
Enjambment- a sentence which continues, with no
punctuation, into the line below

Foot- a metrical unit composed of stressed and
unstressed syllables

Half rhyme- an imperfect rhyme where the ending
‘consonant sound of a word is the same as another
Juxtaposition- twio or more contrasted ideas placed side
byside

Meter- the measured pattern of thythmic accents in
poems

Parallelism- the similarity of structure in a pair or series
of related words, phrases, or clauses.
Quatrain- 2 four-line stanza in a poem

Refrain- 2 phrase, line or group of lines which is repeated
throughout a poem

Repetition- a repeated viord or phrase usually used to
‘emphasise importance.

Rhyming Couplet- two lines of poetry that rhyme and
have the same meter

‘Rhyme- words that sound the same at the end

Sestet- a six-line unit of verse constituting a stanza or
section of 2 poem

Stanza- twio or more lines of poetry that form the
divisions of the poem (paragraphs)

‘Allegory-a symbolic narrative which often takes the
form of a story where the characters represent moral
qualities

Ballad- a narrative poem wiritten in four-line stanzas,
characterized by swift action and narrated in a direct
style

Blank verse — non rhyming lines written in iambic
pentameter

Dramatic monologue- a type of poem in whicha
speaker addresses an intemal listener or the reader
Elegy: An elegy is 2 poem about a dead person or
thing

Epic- along narrative poem that records the
adventures of a hero

Free verse- poetry without a regular pattern of meter
or thyme

Lyric-a poem that expresses personal and emotional
feelings.

Ode-a poem written in praise or celebration of a
person, thing, or event

Pastoral- a poem about nature or simple, country life
Shakespearean sonnet- usually 14 lines which are
formed by three quatrains with a thyming couplet for
the last two lines.

Sonnet- a fourteen-line poem in iambic pentameter
and regular rthyme scheme

‘Speaker: the voice behind the poem — the person
‘wie imagine to be speaking. The speaker is not the
poet. Even if the poem is autobiographical, you
should treat the speaker as a fictional creation,
because the writer is choosing what to say about
himself.
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· The aim of this homework booklet is to both fine tune your literacy skills, widen your vocabulary and consolidate your comprehension skills; these three skills will be integral to your success with regards to the English Language aspect of your  GCSE course. 


100 Exquisite Adjectives for Creative Writing

Adamant: unyielding; a very hard substance
Adroit: clever, resourceful
Amatory: sexual
Animistic: quality of recurrence or reversion to earlier form
Antic: clownish, frolicsome
Arcadian: serene
Baleful: deadly, foreboding
Bellicose: quarrelsome / belligerent 
Bilious: unpleasant, peevish
Boorish: crude, insensitive
Calamitous: disastrous
Caustic: corrosive, sarcastic; a corrosive substance
Cerulean: sky blue
Comely: attractive
Concomitant: accompanying
Contumacious: rebellious
Corpulent: obese
Crapulous: immoderate in appetite
Defamatory: maliciously misrepresenting
Didactic: conveying information or moral instruction
Dilatory: causing delay, tardy
Dowdy: shabby, old-fashioned; an unkempt woman
Efficacious: producing a desired effect
Effulgent: brilliantly radiant
Egregious: conspicuous, flagrant
Endemic: prevalent, native, peculiar to an area
Equanimous: even, balanced
Execrable: wretched, detestable
Fastidious: meticulous, overly delicate
Feckless: weak, irresponsible
Fecund: prolific, inventive
Friable: brittle
Fulsome: abundant, overdone, effusive
Garrulous: wordy, talkative
Guileless: naive
Gustatory: having to do with taste or eating
Heuristic: learning through trial-and-error or problem solving
Histrionic: affected, theatrical
Hubristic: proud, excessively self-confident
Incendiary: inflammatory, spontaneously combustible, hot
Insidious: subtle, seductive, treacherous
Insolent: impudent, contemptuous
Intransigent: uncompromising
Inveterate: habitual, persistent
Invidious: resentful, envious, obnoxious
Irksome: annoying
Jejune: dull, puerile
Jocular: jesting, playful
Judicious: discreet
Lachrymose: tearful
Limpid: simple, transparent, serene
Loquacious: talkative
Luminous: clear, shining
Mannered: artificial, stilted
Mendacious: deceptive
Meretricious: whorish, superficially appealing, pretentious
Minatory: menacing
Mordant: biting, incisive, pungent
Munificent: lavish, generous
Nefarious: wicked
Noxious: harmful, corrupting
Obtuse: blunt, stupid
Parsimonious: frugal, restrained
Pendulous: suspended, indecisive
Pernicious: injurious, deadly
Pervasive: widespread
Petulant: rude, ill humoured
Platitudinous: resembling or full of dull or banal comments
Precipitate: steep, speedy
Propitious: auspicious, advantageous, benevolent
Puckish: impish
Querulous: cranky, whining
Quiescent: inactive, untroublesome
Rebarbative: irritating, repellent
Recalcitrant: resistant, obstinate
Redolent: aromatic, evocative
Rhadamanthine: harshly strict
Risible: laughable
Ruminative: contemplative
Sagacious: wise, discerning
Salubrious: healthful
Sartorial: relating to attire, especially tailored fashions
Sclerotic: hardening
Serpentine: snake-like, winding, tempting or wily
Spasmodic: having to do with or resembling a spasm, excitable, intermittent
Strident: harsh, discordant; obtrusively loud
Taciturn: closemouthed, reticent
Tenacious: persistent, cohesive,
Tremulous: nervous, trembling, timid, sensitive
Trenchant: sharp, penetrating, distinct
Turbulent: restless, tempestuous
Turgid: swollen, pompous
Ubiquitous: pervasive, widespread
Uxorious: inordinately affectionate or compliant with a wife
Verdant: green, unripe
Voluble: glib, given to speaking
Voracious: ravenous, insatiable
Wheedling: flattering
Withering: devastating
Zealous: eager, devoted
Week 1 –Fiction Reading –p4-5
Task: Reading for meaning in timed conditions is a key skill for GCSE. Read through the following extract from Cormac McCarthy’s novel ‘The Road’ and answer the questions that follow.
	A father and his young son are travelling across America some years after a disaster has killed the majority of the population and destroyed the environment. Realizing they cannot survive the winter, the man takes the boy south along empty roads towards the sea, carrying their few possessions in their knapsacks (backpacks) and a grocery cart (shopping trolley). In this extract, they pass an old gas station on the road.  

 When he got back the boy was still asleep. He pulled the blue plastic tarp off of him and folded it and carried it out to the grocery cart and packed it and came back with their plates and some cornmeal cakes in a plastic bag and a plastic bottle of syrup. He spread the small tarp they used for a table on the ground and laid everything out and he took the pistol from his belt and laid it on the cloth and then he just sat watching the boy sleep. He'd pulled away his mask in the night and it was buried somewhere in the blankets. He watched the boy and he looked out through the trees toward the road. This was not a safe place. They could be seen from the road now it was day. The boy turned in the blankets. Then he opened his eyes. Hi, Papa, he said. 

I'm right here. 

I know. 

An hour later they were on the road. He pushed the cart and both he and the boy carried knapsacks. In the knapsacks were essential things. In case they had to abandon the cart and make a run for it. Clamped to the handle of the cart was a chrome motorcycle mirror that he used to watch the road behind them. He shifted the pack higher on his shoulders and looked out over the wasted country. The road was empty. Below in the little valley the still gray serpentine of a river. Motionless and precise. Along the shore a burden of dead reeds. Are you okay? he said. The boy nodded. Then they set out along the blacktop in the gun-metal light, shuffling through the ash, each the other's world entire. 

They crossed the river by an old concrete bridge and a few miles on they came upon a roadside gas station. They stood in the road and studied it. I think we should check it out, the man said. Take a look. The weeds they forded fell to dust about them. They crossed the broken asphalt apron and found the tank for the pumps. The cap was gone and the man dropped to his elbows to smell the pipe but the odour of gas was only a rumour, faint and stale. He stood and looked over the building. The pumps standing with their hoses oddly still in place. The windows intact. The door to the service bay was open and he went in. A standing metal toolbox against one wall. He went through the drawers but there was nothing there that he could use. Good half-inch drive sockets. A ratchet. He stood looking around the garage. A metal barrel full of trash. He went into the office. Dust and ash everywhere. The boy stood in the door. A metal desk, a cash-register. Some old automotive manuals, swollen and sodden. The linoleum was stained and curling from the leaking roof. He crossed to the desk and stood there. Then he picked up the phone and dialled the number of his father's house in that long ago. The boy watched him. What are you doing? he said. 

A quarter mile down the road he stopped and looked back. We're not thinking, he said. We have to go back. He pushed the cart off the road and tilted it over where it could not be seen and they left their packs and went back to the station. In the service bay he dragged out the steel trashdrum and tipped it over and pawed out all the plastic oil bottles. Then they sat in the floor decanting them of their dregs one by one, leaving the bottles to stand upside down draining into a pan until at the end they had almost a half quart of motor oil. He screwed down the plastic cap and wiped the bottle off with a rag and hefted it in his hand. Oil for their little lamp to light the long gray dusks, the long gray dawns. 


	No.
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What was the boy doing when the man returned?
	

	2
	What does the man pull off the boy?
	

	3
	What three things does the man come back from the grocery cart with?
	

	4
	What does the man take from his belt and lay on the cloth?
	

	5
	What had the boy pulled away from his face during the night?
	

	6
	Why did the man think that this wasn’t a safe place?
	

	7
	What did the boy say as he opened his eyes?
	

	8
	What did the man and the boy carry?
	

	9
	What were in these?
	

	10
	Why did they carry them?
	

	11
	What did the man use to watch the road behind them?
	

	12
	What two words describe the still gray serpentine of the river?
	

	13
	What did the boy and the man have to shuffle through?
	

	14
	How did the boy and the man cross the river?
	

	15
	Complete the sentence: “The cap was gone and the man dropped to his elbows to smell the pipe but…
	

	16
	What was stood against one wall in the service bay?
	

	17
	What number did the man dial on the phone?
	

	18
	What did the man and boy tip out of the steel trashdrum?
	

	19
	How much motor oil did they collect by the end?
	

	20
	What were they going to use the motor oil for?
	



Week 2 –Evaluating Meaning –p6-8

Task: Some words can have multiple interpretations (these are called homonyms). When reading, you will need to use your decoding skills to figure out the correct meaning to fit with the context of the sentence.

Use your decoding skills to choose the correct meaning for the context of these sentences:

1) The word ‘foil’ can mean:

a. To prevent something from succeeding – The police intended to foil the robber’s plan.
b. Metal hammered or rolled into a thin flexible sheet, used chiefly for covering - Our sandwiches had been wrapped carefully in foil.
c. A person or thing that contrasts with and so emphasizes and enhances the qualities of another - The black gown was the perfect foil for her colouring.
d. A light, blunt-edged fencing sword with a button on its point – He thrust forward, his foil drawing blood from his opponent.
Which meaning of the word ‘foil’ is being used in the following sentence? 

His mellow guitar technique is the ideal foil for her soaring voice.


2) The word ‘grave’ can mean:

a. A hole dug in the ground to receive a coffin – The coffin was lowered into the grave.
b. A place where a broken or discarded object lies - They lifted the aircraft from its watery grave.
c. Giving cause for alarm; serious – Her disappearance was a matter of grave concern.
d. Serious or solemn in manner or appearance – His face was very grave.

e. To engrave (an inscription or image) on a surface - Marble graved with exquisite flowers.
Which meaning of the word ‘grave’ is being used in the following sentence? 

Not returning phone calls is a grave crime in today’s culture.


3) The word ‘echo’ can mean:

a. A sound or sounds caused by the reflection of sound waves from a surface back to the listener – The walls threw back the echo of his footsteps.
b. A close parallel to an idea, feeling, or event – His love for her found an echo in her own feelings.
c. The deliberate introduction of reverberation into a sound recording – The echo enabled the note to continue until fade.
d. a person who slavishly repeats the words or opinions of another – In discussing the novel, the student was a clear echo of the teacher’s own words about the text.
Which meaning of the word ‘echo’ is being used in the following sentence? 

He has no original opinions; he’s just his father’s echo.


4) The word ‘agree’ can mean:

a. To have the same opinion about something; concur - I completely agree with your recent article. 
b. To approve of (something) with regard to its moral correctness - I agree with random drugs testing in sport.
c. To be consistent with - Your body language does not agree with what you are saying.
d. To suit a person’s health or digestion – The spicy food did not agree with her.
e.  To correspond with grammar in number, gender, person or tense – They are good players (collective.
Which meaning of the word ‘agree’ is being used in the following sentence? 

I agree things look difficult, but the situation is far from irretrievable.


5) The word ‘image’ can mean:

a. A visible impression obtained by a camera, telescope, microscope, or other device, or displayed on a computer or video screen - Voyager 2 sent back an image of the planet Neptune.
b. A mental representation or idea - I had a sudden image of us playing football as children.

c. A person or thing that closely resembles another - He's the image of his father.
d. The general impression that a person, organization, or product presents to the public - She strives to project an image of youth.

e. A simile or metaphor - He uses the image of a hole to describe emotional emptiness.
Which meaning of the word ‘image’ is being used in the following sentence?

He believes that the product's poor image is partly the fault of the press.

6) The word ‘hand’ can mean:

a. To help someone to do something – She gave him a hand to move the sofa.
b. The end part of a person's arm beyond the wrist, including the palm, fingers, and thumb – He waved his hand.
c. A round of applause - His fans gave him a big hand.
d. A person's handwriting - He inscribed the statement in a bold hand. 
e. A pointer on a clock or watch indicating the passing of units of time – The hour hand moved closer to midday.

f. To pick (something) up and give it to (someone) – Can you hand me those sheets please?
Which meaning of the word ‘hand’ is being used in the following sentence? 
He held his hand out and we shook, sealing an unspoken bargain.

7) The word ‘side’ can mean:

a. A position to the left or right of an object, place, or central point – It was a town on the other side of the river.
b. An upright or sloping surface of a structure or object that is not the top or bottom - A car crashed into the side of the house. 
c. A place or position closely adjacent to someone - His wife stood at his side. 
d. A person or group opposing another or others in a dispute, contest, or debate – He was on the opposite side of the debate.
e. A particular aspect of a situation or a person's character - Her ability to put up with his disagreeable side. Which meaning of the word ‘side’ is being used in the following sentence? 

The grass is not always greener on the other side of the fence.

8) The word ‘grounded’ can mean:

a. A parent refusing to allow a child to go out socially as a punishment – He had been grounded for his behaviour and rudeness.
b. To give (something abstract) a firm theoretical or practical basis – The study of history must be grounded in a thorough knowledge of the past.
c. To be well balanced and sensible - For someone so young, he is extremely grounded.
d. To connect (an electrical device) with the ground – The electrician had grounded the wire to ensure it was safe to use.
e.  To prohibit or prevent (a pilot or an aircraft) from flying - A bitter wind meant the flight was grounded.
Which meaning of the word ‘grounded’ is being used in the following sentence?

Her argument was grounded in fact.

9) The word ‘left’ can mean:

a. On or to the left side – Turn left here.
b. Relating to a person or group favouring radical, reforming, or socialist views – The favoured the left party of politics.
c. Past tense of the verb leave - He left the house just after eight am. 
d. To abandon a spouse or partner  – She left him without any word of warning.
e. To remain as a trace or a record – Her slide tackle left her with grass stains all up her side.
Which meaning of the word ‘left’ is being used in the following sentence? 

Almost everyone else had already left, so Katie and Mary volunteered to help.

10) The word ‘book’ can mean:

a. A written or printed literary work – This book is a miracle of Literature.
b. A bound set of blank sheets for writing in – He pulled out his book to make notes of the meeting.
c. To reserve a place at an event or accommodation – You need to book your ticket for next week’s gig.
d. To make an official note of the personal details of a person who has broken a law or rule – The police officer was going to book him for speeding.
Which meaning of the word ‘book’ is being used in the following sentence? 

It was clear, even before publication, that the book would be a success.


11) The word ‘point’ can mean:

a. The tapered, sharp end of a tool, weapon, or other object - The point of his dagger was sharp. 
b. A particular spot, place, or position in an area or on a map, object, or surface - Turn left at the point where you see a sign to Appleford.
c. A particular moment in time or stage in a process - From this point onwards the audience were completely won over.
d. The verge or brink of (doing or being something) - She was on the point of leaving. 
e. A socket in a wall for connecting a device to an electrical supply or communications network – He plugged his phone in to the electrical point to charge up.
f. The main or essential element of something being planned or discussed – The whole point of the meeting was to organise roles in the plan. 
g. (In sports and games) a mark or unit of scoring awarded for success or performance - He kicked a penalty goal and gained the winning point.
h. To direct someone's attention towards something by extending one's finger or something held in one's hand - 

The lad tried to point at the exact place he had seen them last. 

Which meaning of the word ‘point’ is being used in the following sentence? 

Stop waffling and get to the point.

How many other homonyms (words with multiple meanings) can you think of?



Week 3 –Fiction Reading –p9-10
Task: Read closely through the following extract from Kazuo Ishiguro’s story ‘Crooner’ taken from ‘Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall’. When completed, read the student answers on the following page and try to figure out what questions were being answered. Write your questions in the space provided. Be prepared to discuss your ideas.

	Jan is a Polish musician who earns a living by helping various bands in Venice when they need an extra pair of hands. In this extract, he describes how he meets Tony Gardner, a famous singer, whom his mother used to adore. 

Tony Gardner has been my mother’s favourite. Back home, back in the communist days, it had been really hard to get records like that, but my mother had pretty much his whole collection. Once when I was a boy, I scratched one of those precious records. The apartment was so cramped, and a boy my age, you just had to move around sometimes, especially during those cold months when you couldn’t go outside. So I was playing this game jumping from our little sofa to the armchair, and one time I misjudged it and hit the record player. The needle went across the record with a zip – this was long before CDs – and my mother came in from the kitchen and began shouting at me. I felt so bad, not just because she was shouting at me, but because I knew it was one of Tony Gardner’s records, and I knew how much it meant to her. And I knew that this one too would now have those popping noises going through it while he crooned those American songs. Years later, when I was working in Warsaw and I got to know about black-market records, I gave my mother replacements of all her worn-out Tony Gardner albums, including that one I scratched. It took me over three years, but I kept getting them, one-by-one, and each time I went back to see her I’d bring another.

So you see why I got so excited when I recognised him, barely six metres away. At first I couldn’t quite believe it, and I might have been a beat late with a chord change. Tony Gardner! What would my dear mother have said if she’d known! For her sake, for the sake of her memory, I had to go and say something to him, never mind of the other musicians laughed and said I was acting like a bell-boy.

But of course I couldn’t just rush over to him, pushing aside the tables and chairs. There was our set to finish. It was agony, I can tell you, another three, four numbers, and every second I thought he was going to get up and walk off. But he kept sitting there, by himself, staring into his coffee, stirring it like he was really puzzled by what the waiter had brought him He looked like any other American tourist, dressed in a blue polo shirt and loose grey trousers. His hair, very dark, very shiny on those record covers, was almost white now, but there was still plenty of it, and it was immaculately groomed in the same style he’d had back then. When I’d first spotted him, he’d had his dark glasses in this hand – I doubt if I’d have recognised him otherwise – but as our set went on and I kept watching him, he put them on his face, took them off again, then back on again. He looked preoccupied and it disappointed me to see he wasn’t really listening to our music.

Then our set was over. I hurried out of the tent without saying anything to the others, made my way to Tony Garner’s table, then had a moment’s panic not knowing how to start the conversation. I was standing behind him, but some sixth sense made him turn and look up at me – I guess it was all those years of having fans come up to him - and next thing I was introducing myself, explaining how much I admired him, how I was in the band he’d just been listening to, how my mother had been such a fan, all in one big rush. I kept talking and all he said every now and then was: ‘Is that so?’




	No.
	Question


	Answer

	1
	
	Tony Gardner

	2
	
	…my mother had pretty much his whole collection.”

	3
	
	Scratched it



	4
	
	Jumping from the little sofa to the armchair

	5
	
	Popping noises

	6
	
	Warsaw

	7
	
	Replacements of all her worn-out Tony Gardner albums, including that one he scratched

	8
	
	Over three years



	9
	
	Barely six metres away

	10
	
	For her sake, for the sake of her memory

	11
	
	A bell-boy



	12
	
	Another three, four numbers

	13
	
	His coffee

	14
	
	Any other American tourist

	15
	
	A blue polo shirt and loose grey trousers

	16
	
	Almost white



	17
	
	His dark glasses

	18
	
	Anything 

	19
	
	Some sixth sense

	20
	
	‘Is that so?’





Week 4 – Using vocabulary to match meaning p11-12
Task 1: Read through the list of 100 interesting adjectives (p3) and highlight 10 words to learn to use in your own creative writing assessment.

Task 2: Decide which words from the list need to be added to complete the following sentences (definitions of the missing words have been included to help you to find the correct words.)

	Sentence
	Definition

	a) He wondered if the doctor was being deliberately ____________.
	Blunt, stupid.

	b) Images of __________ waters and golden sands flitted across his memory; a real paradise.
	Sky blue.

	c) The web is not a safe place for your data; many hackers use viruses to collect your data and use it for their own ______________ ends.
	Wicked or criminal.

	d) He sneered at his colleagues, with a ___________ belief in his own self-proclaimed genius.
	Proud and excessively confident.

	e) She gave a ______________ smile to her audience before clearing her throat and beginning to present her ideas.
	Nervous, trembling, timid, sensitive.

	f) The ____________ hills rolled into one another in the distance, a picture of tranquillity.
	Rich green


Task 3: Synonyms are words which have very similar meanings to others, e.g. hot = warm, boiling, sweltering, burning. Below are a number of synonyms for the words old, difficult and easy. Can you sort them into the appropriate boxes?
	decrepit
	herculean
	antique
	cinch
	basic
	troublesome
	venerable

	smooth
	aged
	straightforward
	exhausted
	challenging
	elderly
	light

	burdensome
	simple
	accessible
	slight
	seasoned
	effortless
	grey

	apparent
	ambitious
	wasted
	ancient
	clear
	veteran
	obvious

	fossil
	plain
	experienced
	uncomplicated
	manageable
	crucial
	mature

	painless
	senior
	arduous
	laborious
	tired
	tough
	demanding


	Old
	Difficult
	Easy




Can you now sort the synonyms you’ve identified for the word old into positive and negative adjectives when applied to describing people?

	Positive
	Negative

	
	


Task 4: Decoding a text means to figure out what it means. Even if you come across unfamiliar words, you can usually use your knowledge of English, as well as the context of the other words in the sentence, to help you to figure out the meanings.

Read the following extracts, and for each word underlined use your decoding skills to work out which of the definitions below is correct – once completed, label the appropriate word with the appropriate letter.

To help with this, there are a number of decoding strategies listed on the bottom of the next page.


	a) did
	b) needed to
	c) kind
	d) look after

	e) keep going
	f) lucky
	g) shop keeper
	h) not being there



	a) thick
	b) dark
	c) dismal
	d) patches

	e) roadway
	f) rambling
	g) weak
	h) misty



	a) plain
	b) tint
	c) self-control
	d) hat

	e) wealth
	f) elegant
	g) dark
	h) brought



	a) arms
	b) cries
	c) sticking out
	d) character name

	e) frozen
	f) stuttering
	g) tube
	h) uncontrollable



Week 5 –Fiction Reading –p13-14
Task: It is important that you practise reading older texts, whose language and grammar may seem unfamiliar. Read through the following extract from Mark Twain’s novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and answer the questions that follow.

	In this extract, three boys are hiding out near a forest. They have been sleeping outdoors, but a storm is brewing.

About midnight Joe awoke, and called the boys. There was a brooding oppressiveness in the air that seemed to bode something. The boys huddled themselves together and sought the friendly companionship of the fire, though the dull dead heat of the breathless atmosphere was stifling. They sat still, intent and waiting. The solemn hush continued. Beyond the light of the fire everything was swallowed up in the blackness of darkness. Presently there came a quivering glow that vaguely revealed the foliage for a moment and then vanished. By and by another came, a little stronger. Then another. Then a faint moan came sighing through the branches of the forest and the boys felt a fleeting breath upon their cheeks, and shuddered with the fancy that the Spirit of the Night had gone by. There was a pause. Now a weird flash turned night into day and showed every little grass-blade, separate and distinct, that grew about their feet. And it showed three white, startled faces, too. A deep peal of thunder went rolling and tumbling down the heavens and lost itself in sullen rumblings in the distance. A sweep of chilly air passed by, rustling all the leaves and snowing the flaky ashes broadcast about the fire. Another fierce glare lit up the forest and an instant crash followed that seemed to rend the tree-tops right over the boys' heads. They clung together in terror, in the thick gloom that followed. A few big rain-drops fell pattering upon the leaves. "Quick! boys, go for the tent!" exclaimed Tom.

They sprang away, stumbling over roots and among vines in the dark, no two plunging in the same direction. A furious blast roared through the trees, making everything sing as it went. One blinding flash after another came, and peal on peal of deafening thunder. And now a drenching rain poured down and the rising hurricane drove it in sheets along the ground. The boys cried out to each other, but the roaring wind and the booming thunder-blasts drowned their voices utterly. However, one by one they straggled in at last and took shelter under the tent, cold, scared, and streaming with water; but to have company in misery seemed something to be grateful for. They could not talk, the old sail flapped so furiously, even if the other noises would have allowed them. The tempest rose higher and higher, and presently the sail tore loose from its fastenings and went winging away on the blast. The boys seized each other’s' hands and fled, with many tumblings and bruises, to the shelter of a great oak that stood upon the river-bank. Now the battle was at its highest. Under the ceaseless conflagration of lightning that flamed in the skies, everything below stood out in clean-cut and shadowless distinctness: the bending trees, the billowy river, white with foam, the driving spray of spume-flakes, the dim outlines of the high bluffs on the other side, glimpsed through the drifting cloud-rack and the slanting veil of rain. Every little while some giant tree yielded the fight and fell crashing through the younger growth; and the unflagging thunder-peals came now in ear-splitting explosive bursts, keen and sharp, and unspeakably appalling. The storm culminated in one matchless effort that seemed likely to tear the island to pieces, burn it up, drown it to the tree-tops, blow it away, and deafen every creature in it, all at one and the same moment. It was a wild night for homeless young heads to be out in. 


	No.
	Question
	Answer

	1
	When did Joe awake?
	

	2
	What did he notice about the air?
	

	3
	What did the boys huddle around?
	

	4
	What three words describe how the boys sat?
	

	5
	What sound came “sighing through the branches of the forest”?


	

	6
	What did the boys feel against their cheeks?
	

	7
	What colour were their faces when they were lit up by the “weird flash”?
	

	8
	What noise went “went rolling and tumbling down the heavens”?


	

	9
	What temperature was the air that passed by?
	

	10
	Complete the sentence: “They clung together in terror, in…”


	

	11
	What did Tom exclaim?
	

	12
	What “roared through the trees”?
	

	13
	What type of weather “poured down” from the sky?
	

	14
	Where did the boys take shelter?
	

	15
	How are the boys described as they took shelter?
	

	16
	What “tore loose from its fastenings and went winging away on the blast”?
	

	17
	What did the boys do as they fled?
	

	18
	What is described as a “slanting veil”?
	

	19
	What happened “every little while”?
	

	20
	Complete the sentence: “It was a _____ night for homeless young heads to be out in”
	



Week 6 ––Using context to figure out meaning –p15-16
Task: Use the context of the following sentences to figure out what the words highlighted in bold mean.
1) A cacophony of voices in a dozen languages filled the train station.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘cacophony’?

a) Noise

b) Calm

c) Quiet

d) Loud

2) The barbed wire had lacerated her arm viciously.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘lacerated’?

a) Wrapped

b) Fractured

c) Slashed

d) Covered

3) Since losing his job, he has often experienced a profound sense of ennui.
 What word is closest in meaning to ‘ennui’?

a) Happiness

b) Amusement

c) Boredom

d) Relief

4) The debate quickly turned rancorous, with each side arguing their different opinions.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘rancorous’?

a) Silent

b) Irritated

c) Useful

d) Bitter

5) The central character is a malevolent witch out for revenge.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘malevolent’?

a) Cruel

b) Ugly

c) Old

d) Kindly

6) I wonder if human beings are primarily altruistic or selfish.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘altruistic’?

a) Friendly

b) Unfeeling

c) Charitable

d) Animals

7) He’s very perceptive about people.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘perceptive’?

a) Friendly

b) Observant

c) Insensitive

d) Close

8) His style of painting is reminiscent of Da Vinci’s.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘reminiscent’?

a) Worse

b) Opposite

c) Similar

d) Copying

9) The loss of her husband anguished her deeply.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘anguished’?

a) Confused

b) Irritated

c) Worried

d) Upset

10) He has an unerring talent for writing catching melodies.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘unerring’?

a) Perfect

b) Moderate

c) Wavering

d) Unusual

11) He disowned his reprobate son following his latest run in with the police.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘reprobate’?

a) Innocent

b) Noisy

c) Youngest

d) Corrupt

12) Roses are seen as the very epitome of romantic gifts.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘epitome’?

a) Example

b) Best

c) Worst

d) Strange

13) The cheering crowds watching the screens were elated by the news.
 What word is closest in meaning to ‘elated’?

a) Angry

b) Bored

c) Smiling

d) Delighted


14) The link between her family and the royals was very tenuous.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘tenuous’?

a) Distant

b) Close

c) Shaky

d) Long

15) His writing was pretentious, using four long words where one simple one would do.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘pretentious’?

a) Skilled

b) Showy

c) Difficult

d) Confused

16) She sent them away with an imperious wave of her hand.
What word is closest in meaning to ‘imperious’?

a) Exaggerated

b) Frantic

c) Elegant

d) Bossy

17) The chicken was succulent and juicy on the inside.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘succulent’?

a) Large

b) Chewy

c) Tasty

d) Dry

18) His cruel and callous comments made me shiver.

What word is closest in meaning to ‘callous’?

a) Heartless

b) Loud

c) Shy

d) Annoying

Week 7 –Non-fiction Reading –p17-18
Task: It is important that you can understand non-fiction texts, as well as works of fiction. Read through the following newspaper article extract about the moon landings and then look at one students’ answers to some questions on the text. Write down what you think the appropriate questions to match those answers are.
	On 21 July 1969 the first moon landing took place. This newspaper article published on that day explains what happened. 

American Neil Armstrong has become the first man to walk on the Moon.

The astronaut stepped onto the Moon's surface, in the Sea of Tranquillity, at 02:56 GMT, nearly 20 minutes after first opening the hatch on the Eagle landing craft.

Armstrong had earlier reported the lunar module's safe landing with the words: "Houston, Tranquillity Base here. The Eagle has landed."

As he put his left foot down first Armstrong declared: "That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."

He described the surface as being like powdered charcoal and the landing craft left a crater about a foot deep.

The historic moments were captured on television cameras installed on the Eagle and turned on by Armstrong.

Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the Moon taking photographs and soil samples in case the mission had to be aborted suddenly.

He was joined by colleague Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin at 03:15 GMT and the two collected data and performed various exercises - including jumping across the landscape - before planting the Stars and Stripes flag at 03:41 GMT.

They also unveiled a plaque bearing President Nixon's signature and an inscription reading: "Here men from the planet Earth first set foot upon the Moon July 1969 AD. We came in peace for all mankind."

After filming their experience with a portable television camera the astronauts received a message from the US President.

President Nixon, in the White House, spoke of the pride of the American people and said: "This certainly has to be the most historic telephone call ever made."

Many other nations - including the UK - sent messages of congratulation.

Moscow Radio announced the news solemnly in its 10:30 GMT broadcast.

As Aldrin and Armstrong collected samples, Michael Collins told mission control in Houston he had successfully orbited the Moon in the mother ship Columbia, and take-off was on schedule for 17:50 GMT this evening.



In your own words, summarise the main ideas presented about the moon landings in the extract 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	No.
	Question


	Answer

	1
	
	American



	2
	
	Neil Armstrong



	3
	
	02:56 GMT



	4
	
	Nearly 20 minutes



	5
	
	"Houston, Tranquillity Base here. The Eagle has landed."

	6
	
	His left foot



	7
	
	"That's one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind."

	8
	
	Powdered charcoal



	9
	
	About a foot deep



	10
	
	Taking photographs and soil samples

	11
	
	In case the mission had to be aborted suddenly

	12
	
	Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin



	13
	
	A Stars and Stripes flag



	14
	
	President Nixon's



	15
	
	…AD. We came in peace for all mankind."

	16
	
	A portable television camera

	17
	
	"This certainly has to be the most historic telephone call ever made."

	18
	
	Many other nations - including the UK

	19
	
	Moscow Radio



	20
	
	That he had successfully orbited the Moon in the mother ship Columbia
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Johnny Harrington was a kind master who treated his servants fairly. He was also a successful wool merchant, and his business required that he travel often. In his absence, his servants would tend to the fields and cattle and maintain the upkeep of his mansion. They performed their duties happily, for they felt fortunate to have such a benevolent and trusting master.





It was a September evening and not yet seven o’clock, but the day had been a dreary one, and a dense drizzly fog lay low upon the great city. Mud-coloured clouds drooped sadly over the muddy streets. Down the Strand the lamps were but misty splotches of diffused light which threw a feeble circular glimmer upon the slimy pavement. The yellow glare from the shop-windows streamed out into the steamy, vaporous air and threw a murky, shifting radiance across the crowded thoroughfare.





Miss Morstan entered the room with a firm step and an outward composure of manner. She was a blonde young lady, small, dainty, well gloved, and dressed in the most perfect taste. There was, however, a plainness and simplicity about her costume which bore with it a suggestion of limited means. The dress was a sombre greyish beige, untrimmed and unbraided, and she wore a small turban of the same dull hue, relieved only by a suspicion of white feather in the side.





A sudden chill came over me. There was a loud shriek from a woman behind. I half turned, keeping my eyes fixed upon the cylinder still, from which other tentacles were now projecting, and began pushing my way back from the edge of the pit. I saw astonishment giving place to horror on the faces of the people about me. I heard inarticulate exclamations on all sides. There was a general movement backwards. I saw the shop-man struggling still on the edge of the pit. I found myself alone, and saw the people on the other side of the pit running off, Stent among them. I looked again at the cylinder, and ungovernable terror gripped me. I stood petrified and staring.
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