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Cycle 3 calendar- Homework  



Why is regular home learning important? 
  
• It can improve a student’s thinking and memory skills.  This is 

vital for the new content heavy GCSEs.  
  
• It helps students to develop positive study skills and habits that 

will serve them well throughout life. 
  
• Home learning encourages students to use time wisely and 

efficiently.  
  
• It teaches students to work independently. 
  
• Home learning teaches students to take responsibility for their 

own work. 
  
• It allows students to review and practice what has been covered 

in class and consolidate their knowledge and skills.  
  
• Equally important, it helps students to get ready for the next 

day’s class. 
  
• It helps students learn to use resources, such as libraries, 

reference materials, and computer Web sites to find information. 
  
• It encourages students to explore subjects more fully than 

classroom time permits. 
  
• It allows students to extend their learning by applying skills to 

new situations.  
  
• Home learning helps parents learn more about what their 

children learning in school. 
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Bog & Roll LtD 

 Activities 
Outline 
Over the next 6 weeks you will be producing a limited addition 
bog roll to celebrate the development of the toilet  through time 
from the Romans to today. In week 7 you will get to design the 
toilet of the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1,You will complete the tasks and  include an image of the  toilet  
used for each time period with  a brief summary. 
2. You will need  to use pencil for your images and complete  a  
sheet  each week, in order to complete your  limited addition 
toilet roll. 
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Research Activity:  Roman Baths 
Use the following websites to research Roman baths: 
http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-baths.html 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/baths.html 
  

1)  Why did the Romans build public baths? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
2)  What is a strigil? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________  

4)  A roman bath had three rooms.  Find out what happened in each of the 
following rooms: 
a) A Tepidarium 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
b) A Caldarium 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
c)  A Frigidarium 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
5)  What other interesting facts can you find out about roman baths? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Week 1 : The Romans; do not get hold of the wrong  end of the 
stick! 

http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-baths.html
http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-baths.html
http://www.historyforkids.net/roman-baths.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/baths.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/romans/baths.html
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Week 1 : The Romans; do not get hold of the wrong  end of the 
stick! 

 Remember! to use pencil for your images and complete  a  sheet  each week, in 

order to complete your  limited addition toilet roll. 

What was it like to go to toilet during the Roman times? 

Checked by teacher: ______________              Date: _______________ 
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Week 2 : The Dark ages;  
What happened to all the Roman toilets? 

When the Romans finally left Britain , many people destroyed the Roman toilets and 
publics baths as a symbols of their liberation.  
 
They used the baths to dump their waste instead of bathing. More importantly is that 
there was no one left to maintain the toilets when they were damaged.  
 
Hence  many were left in  ruins and most people went back to using the streets or rivers. 
Chamber pots or buckets were emptied into the streets and in the rivers. The same 
water that was used to cook and wash in. Cesspits ( large holes filled with human waste) 
were often situated near the water source and in the middle of towns and villages. 
Watch out where you step! 

 Task : You have gone back in time  to the Dark Ages. Write  a short account of your brief visit 

 what  did  you see,? 
What was the smell like? 
What sounds did you hear as you walked through the town 
Did you use the toilets when you were there? Why?  
 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 2 : The Dark ages;  
what happened to all the Roman toilets? 

 Remember! to use pencil for your images and complete  a  sheet  each week, in 

order to complete your  limited addition toilet roll. 

What was it like to go to toilet during the Dark ages? 

Checked by teacher: ______________              Date: _______________ 
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By the Middle Ages, flushing went out of fashion. In 
came “garderobes”, which were closets with seats 
overhanging the castle moat. The waste would slide 
down the castle walls and hopefully be washed 
away … eventually. If not, it would certainly help 
deter invasion! 

Garderobe is French for “wardrobe” and also served 
as a place to temporarily store the coats and other 
possessions of visitors. According to a description of 
a garderobe at Donegal Castle, people believed that 
the smell of ammonia would help keep fleas away. 
 
Watch Out Below! 
The British word loo is from the French guardez 
l’eau, meaning “watch out for the water”.  In 
medieval Europe, people often threw the contents 
of their chamber pots out the window onto the 
streets.  But being considerate folk, they would 
warn passersby by yelling “Guardez l’eau!” … at least 
to those they liked. In England, “Guardez l’eau” 
became “gardy-loo” and then shortened to “loo”. 

 The chamber pots could be exquisitely beautiful designs. 

 Design your own chamber pot 

below: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Qu 1 What  is a garderobe?_________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qu 2 Why did they hang their clothes in the garderobe?_________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qu 3 Explain where the term loo came fron. 
 
Qu 4 What did Medieval people shout out before empting their pot into the streets? 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Week 3 : The Medieval Times;  
Castles and closets? 
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Week 3 : The Medieval Times;  
Castles and Closets? 

 Remember! to use pencil for your images and complete  a  sheet  each week, in 

order to complete your  limited addition toilet roll. 

What was it like to go to toilet during the Medieval times? 

Checked by teacher: ______________              Date: _______________ 
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Fit For The Queen 
Sir John Harington (1561 – 1612) invented Britain’s first flushing toilet. Called the 
Ajax (“jakes” was an old slang word for toilet), he installed one at his manor in 
Kelston. 
 

Harington’s design had a flush valve to release water from a tank to empty the 
bowl. He also gave one to Queen Elizabeth I at Richmond Palace, but it is thought 
she refused to use it because it was too noisy. The Ajax did not see popularity in 
England but was adopted in France under the name Angrez. 
 
 Another problem was it stench, as there needed to be enough water in the basin 
to flush the poo out properly, some remained. It did not catch on……..! 
Back to the royal chamber pot Sir!! 
 
The term ‘John’ that’s often used in the USA is considered a direct reference to 
John Harington. 
 
Qu 1 How many flushing toilets did John Harrington make?___________________ 
 
Qu 2 Explain why Elizabeth refuse to use the flushing toilet?__________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qu 3 What did Harrington call his invention?______________________________ 
 
Qu4 Can you list as many words for the toilet ____________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Week 4 : The Tutors; 
To flush or not to flush that is the question. 

Ordinary 
people often 

use the leaves 
of a plant 

called woolly 
mullein as 

toilet paper 
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Week 4 : The Tutors; 
To flush or not to flush that is the question. 

 Remember! to use pencil for your images and complete  a  sheet  each week, in 

order to complete your  limited addition toilet roll. 

What was it like to go to toilet during the Tudor Times? 

Checked by teacher: ______________              Date: _______________ 
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Flushed With Victorian Pride 
George Jennings (1810 – 1882), an English sanitation engineer, invented the first public 
flush toilets. 
 
He installed the “Retiring Rooms” at The Great Exhibition of 1851 in London. 

 

10 apples of average diameter 1 ¼ inches 
1 flat sponge about 4 ½ inches in diameter 
plumber’s smudge coated over the pan 
4 pieces of paper adhering closely to the soiled surface 
The Victorians invented ‘sanitary science’—the study of public health, dirt, and 
disease—and were obsessed with sewers, sanitation, and cleanliness. Why, then, did 
Victorian London remain so notoriously filthy? ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
( most of the waste was emptied in the River Thames) 
 
In the Crapper 
Thomas Crapper's Toilet. Ah, Thomas Crapper. ... Crapper's crapper is one of the world's 
most famous potties, but incorrectly so. While Thomas Crapper did not invent the 
flushing toilet, he did much to increase its popularity and developed some important 
related inventions, such as the ball cock (an automatic valve) He improved the S-bend 
trap in 1880 inventing the plumbing trap. By improving the flushing toilet and using his 
brand Crapper, USA veterines during WWI used the term t’he crapper’ for the toilet. 
 
 
Qu 1 What did Jennings win a Gold Medal for in 1884____________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Qu 2  How did Thomas Crapper improve the use of the flushing toilet_______________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Jenning’s Pedestal Vase won the 
Gold Medal award at the 

International Health Exhibition 
in London, 1884 for its flushing 
capacity. In a test, its 2 gallon 

flush washed down: 

Week 5 : The Victorians; 
Crapper and Jennings 
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Week 5 : The Victorians; 
Crapper and Jennings 

 Remember! to use pencil for your images and complete  a  sheet  each week, in 

order to complete your  limited addition toilet roll. 

What was it like to go to toilet during the Tudor Times? 

Checked by teacher: ______________              Date: _______________ 
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However inside toilets were a luxury in the 19th century. In the late 19th century 
working class homes almost always had outside lavatories. About 1900 some houses 
were built for skilled workers with bathrooms and inside toilets. However it was 
decades before inside toilets became universal. 

Meanwhile toilet paper went on sale in the USA in 1857. At first toilet paper was sold 
in sheets. It was first sold in rolls in the USA in 1890. It was first sold in rolls in Europe 
in 1928. Soft toilet paper went on sale in 1942. However after it was invented in the 

west toilet paper was a luxury. In the early 20th century many families used 
newspaper. 

A typical yard of 14 back-to-
back houses. Note the shared 
"privies" (outdoor toilets) and 

"wash houses" 

 Earth Toilets: this system used a metal container as with the pail system, but small amounts of a 
mixture of peat, dry earth and ashes were used to cover the poo, removing any smells almost 
immediately. These deodorisers were often applied with a small scoop or shovel, but more 
elaborate systems existed where the powder was kept in a box near the seat, with a small handle to 
control the amount deposited on the poo. Charcoal—which could be obtained cheaply from street-
sweepings—and sawdust were also used to good effect.  Up to 300 people lived in these back to 
back court yards all using the same toilets.  

Qu 1 : What can you learn from the image and information about the unsanitary 
conditions of Earth toilets?_____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Week 6 : 1900s 
Back to Back housing 
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Week 6 : 1900s 
Back to Back housing 

 

 Remember! to use pencil for your images and complete  a  sheet  each week, in 

order to complete your  limited addition toilet roll. 

What was it like to go to toilet  in the 1900s? 

Checked by teacher: ______________              Date: _______________ 
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Week 7 
Consolidation 

1  Which period saw the biggest change in the development of the toilet and why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
2)  Which period saw the least change in the development of the toilet and why? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Task Create a toilet for the future: include gadgets eg tv, wi Fi  and many more 
Features 
• Draw and label your design 
•  Name your toilet 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Checked by teacher: __________________      Date: _______________ 


