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Our ethos: 

“The humanities define who we are as a people. That is their power -- to remind 

us of what we each have to offer, and what we all have in common. To help us 

understand our history and imagine our future. To give us hope in the 

moments of struggle and to bring us together when nothing else will. 

“(Michelle Obama) 

Our aim is to empower students with the inspiration, skills and knowledge required to 

become active and responsible citizens who are passionate about the planet they 

will inherit and the diverse people who populate it. 

At Worle Community School Academy, the Humanities Faculty provides an 

ambitious and engaging curriculum providing learners with the transferrable 

knowledge and skills they need to achieve well and succeed now and on future 

pathways through education and employment. 

 

KS3 

At KS3 History, Geography and RS are taught as three separate disciplines.  

Students are taught vital knowledge to give them a solid foundation to understand 

the major aspects of the world around them. This involves all of the major world 

religions, major physical processes, important historical events since 1066 and 

understanding of the changing nature of the UK and other countries around the 

world.   

 

KS4 

In KS4, students begin studying GCSEs in the subjects they have opted.   

All students study RS. 
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In History, students study Medicine through Time 1350-present day, Weimar and 

Nazi Germany 1919-39, Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 and Superpower 

Relations and the Cold War 1941-89.  The exam board for this is EDEXCEL. 

In Geography, students study physical geography including natural hazards, the 

living world and physical landscapes in the UK.  Students also study human 

geography focusing on urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world 

and the challenge of resource management.  The exam board for this course is 

AQA. 

RS is a compulsory core subject which all students study. This focuses on the beliefs 

and practices of Christianity and Islam as well as a consideration of why people do 

or do not believe in God; peace and conflict in society; important ethical issues like 

euthanasia; as well as human relationship issues. The exam board for R.E is AQA. 

 
Home Learning  
 
Home Learning for Geography, History and RS will be presented in booklet form. 

During the cycle, homework will either require students to research new information 

or consolidate existing knowledge that has been delivered during their lessons. 
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Curriculum Intent:  Geography 

 “Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to 
change. It is dynamic and relevant. For me geography is a great adventure with 
a purpose. Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares 
us for the future. What could be more important than that?” (Michael Palin) 

Our Geography curriculum is designed to develop student’s curiosity and fascination 
about the world and its people that will help them become lifelong global citizens. 

Students investigate a range of places – both nationally and internationally – to help 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s physical and human 
processes and how they interact. We are committed to follow the Trust’s vision of 
“students first” and develop well rounded and informed individuals equipped with the 
knowledge and skills needed to prepare for the opportunities that life beyond WCSA 
will offer. 

Through high quality teaching we develop the following essential characteristics of 
geographers: 

 An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like, both in 
the UK and the wider world; 

 A comprehensive understanding of the ways in which places are 
interdependent and interconnected; 

 An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary; 
 Fluency in geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills, as 

well as effective presentation techniques; 
 The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings; 
 Excellent geographical numeracy and cartographic skills; 
 The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge 

and understanding about current issues in society and the environment; 
 To appreciate the differences and similarities between peoples’ views of the 

world, its environments, societies and cultures; 
 To develop students’ responsibilities as global citizens and recognise how 

they can contribute to a future that is sustainable; 
 A genuine interest in the subject and a real curiosity about the world and the 

people who live there. 
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 Cycle 1  Cycle 2  Cycle 3  Cycle 4  

Year 
7 

Making connections / 
Mapskills 

UK Uncovered: Urbanisation 
/Globalistaion 

Natural environments Water on the Land 

 
Key questions: 

 What local, national, 
and international 
connections do we 
have? 

 How do find exact 
locations on maps? 

 How can we interpret 
upland and lowland 
areas on a map? 

 How can we measure 
scale on a map? 

Key concepts: 

 How and why local, 
national, and 
international 
connections have 
increased over the 
years. 

 How to read and 
interpret maps 

 How to read an atlas 
 
 

Key questions: 

 What is globalisation? 

 Why are the causes of 
globalisation? 

 What are the effects of 
globalisation? 

 How are urbanisation 
and globalisation 
linked? 

 
Key concepts: 

 Causes of globalisation 

 Effects of globalisation 

 Effects on the UK of 
globalisation 

 
 

Key questions: 

 What are the different 
biomes of the world? 

 How do they vary? 

 What is meant by 
climate? 

 How do we read 
climate graphs? 

 What is the climate of 
the Hot deserts like? 

 How is the flora and 
fauna of hot deserts 
adapted to survive? 

 How do humans use 
the deserts and what is 
the impact? 

 What is the climate of 
another biome (e.g. 
polar) like? 

 How does the flora and 
fauna adaptations 
compare to the 
deserts? 

 How do humans use 
this biome? 

Key questions: 

 What are the different 
types of water on the 
land? 

 What is erosion? 

 How do glaciers, rivers, 
and coasts create 
different landforms? 

 How can coastal 
erosion and flooding 
affect humans? 

 How can we defend 
ourselves from the 
sea? 

Key concepts: 

 Geomorphic processes 

 Effects of 
flood/erosion events 

 Response to 
flood/erosion events 

Decision making skills 
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Key concepts: 

 Reading of climate 
graphs 

 Understanding of 
different global 
climates 

 Knowledge of 
adaptations of flora 
and fauna 

 The human use of 
biomes 

Sustainable use of different 
biomes 
 

Assessment:  Evaluation 
Mapskills  test 

Assessment:  Impact of 
migration on the UK 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  skills and 
knowledge 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  Skills ad 
knowledge and evaluation) 
Knowledge test 
 

Year 
8 

Cycle 1  Cycle 2  Cycle 3  Cycle 4  

Natural Hazards - climatic LIC/NIC Place study: Brazil Development Changing Places: Asia 

Key questions: 
● What is a hazard? 
● Where do tropical 

storms happen? 
● What forms tropical 

storms? 
● What happened in 

hurricane Irma? 

Key questions: 
● What is the physical 

landscape of Brazil 
like? 

● What are the 
rainforests of Brazil 
like? 

● What is the climate of 

Key questions: 
● What is development? 

● How can we measure 

development? 

● where are the most 

developed countries? 

● How can we help with 

Key question: 
Key concepts: 

● what is the physical 

landscape of Asia like? 

● What are the countries 

of Asia like? 
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● What were the 
effects and 
responses to Irma? 

 
Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brazil like? 
● What is the rainforest 

used for? 
● What is damaging the 

rainforest? 
● Where do people live 

in Brazil? 
● What is Sao Paulo like? 
● What are the 

challenges of living in 
Sao Paulo? 

 
Key concepts: 

● Physical/ built 
environment 

● Physical processes 

● cause /effect 

● response 

development? 

 

Key concepts: 

 Data analysis 

 Cause  

 Effect 

 Response 
 

 

Assessment:  Cause, effect 
and response to Hurricane 
(knowledge and skills) 
Knowledge Test 
 
 

Assessment:  Impact of 
deforestation 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  Evaluation of 
success of development 
project (Knowledge and skills) 
Knowledge test 

 
 
 
 

Assessment:  Changes in Asia  
Knowledge test 
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Year 
9 

Cycle 1  Cycle 2  Cycle 3  Cycle 4  

Paper 1: Living in the 
Physical environment - 
Coasts 

Paper 2: Urban issues and 
challenges 

Paper 2: Urban issues and 
sustainability 

Paper 2: The challenge of 
resource management 

Key questions: 
● How do upland areas 

of the UK compare to 
lowland areas? 

● How do physical 
processes shape the 
land? 

● How does geological 
structure, rock type 
and processes 
influence coastal 
landforms? 

● How can coastlines 
be protected? 

● Which management 
strategy is the most 
beneficial? 

● Case study – Jurassic 
coastline 

Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

Key questions:   
● What is the global 

patter of urban 

change? 

● What are the factors 

affecting the changing 

rate of urbanisation? 

● Why is there an 

emergence of mega-

cities? 

● Case study: Rio. 

How important is the city of 

Rio at different scales? 

What opportunities have 

happened due to 

urban growth? 

What challenges has urban 

growth created? 

How is urban planning 

improving the quality 

of life for the urban 

poor? 

Key questions: 
● Case study – Bristol. 

How important is the city of 

Bristol at different 

scales? 

● What opportunities 

have happened due to 

urban growth? 

● What challenges has 

urban growth created? 

Why and how has an urban 

area been 

regenerated? 

● What are the features 

of sustainable urban 

living? 

● How have urban 

transport strategies 

been used to reduce 

congestion? 

● Case study - Freiburg 

Key concepts: 

Key questions: 
● What are the global 

inequalities in the 

supply and 

consumption of 

resources? 

●  

Key concepts: 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data analysis  

●  
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● Response 

● Data analysis  

 

Key concepts: 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data analysis  

 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data analysis  

Assessment: Coast exam 
question 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  Urban issues 
exam question – LIC/NEE focus 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  Urban issues 
exam question HIC focus 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  Resource 
management and food focus 
GCSE question 
Knowledge test 

Year 
10 

Cycle 1  Cycle 2  Cycle 3  Cycle 4  

Paper 1: Living in Physical 
world – Ecosystems and TRF 

Paper 1: Living in the physical 
environment – cold 
environments 
Paper 2 : The challenge of 
natural hazards - tectonic 

Paper 1 : The challenge of 
natural hazards – climatic 
 
Climate change 
 

Paper 1:Climate change 
Revision Paper 1 and 2 
 
 
 
 

Key Questions: 
● What are the biotic 

and abiotic 

components of 

ecosystems? 

● How do food chains 

and food webs work? 

● What is the impact of 

● Key questions: What 

are the global 

distributions of 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes? 

● What physical 

processes occur at 

different plate 

Key questions: 

 How does the global 
circulation system 
help to explain 
pressure belts and 
surface winds? 

 What is the global 
distribution of tropical 
storms? 

Key content:  
● What is the evidence 

for climate change 
over the quaternary 
period? 

● What are the natural 
and human causes of 
climate change? 

● What are the effects 
of climate change on 
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changing the balance 

of ecosystems 

● Small scale example 

● Where and why are 

different global 

biomes? 

● What are the 

physical 

characteristics of 

TRF? 

● How interdependent 

are the different 

components? 

● How have plants and 

animals adapted to 

the physical 

conditions? 

● What are the causes 

and effects of 

deforestation at 

different scales? 

● How have TRF been 

managed to be 

sustainable? 

Key concepts: 

boundaries? 

● What are the primary 

and secondary effects 

of a tectonic hazard? 

● How do the effects 

and responses vary in 

countries of 

contrasting levels of 

wealth? 

● Why do people live in 

areas of tectonic 

danger? 

● How can we mitigate 

the effects of tectonic 

hazards? 

 
Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis  

 What is the 
relationship between 
tropical storms and 
the GCS? 

 What are the causes of 
tropical storms and 
how do they form? 

 What is the structure 
and characteristics of 
tropical storms? 

 How might climate 
change affect the 
frequency and 
intensity of tropical 
storms? 

 What are the primary 
and secondary effects 
of tropical storms? 

 How can these effects 
be mitigated through 
prediction and 
protection? 

 What are the extreme 
weather events that 
occur in the UK? 

 What are the causes, 
effects ad responses to 
a weather event? 

  

people and the 
environment? 

● How can we mitigate 
the effects of climate 
change? 

● How can we adapt to 
climate change? 

● Revision for paper 1 
and 2 

Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis  

●  
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● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis  

●  

●  Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis  

●  

Assessment:   Ecosystems 
and TRF exam question 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:   Cold 
environment exam question 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  Natural hazards 
exam question 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  PPE  
Knowledge test 

Year 
11 

Cycle 1  Cycle 2  Cycle 3  Cycle 4  

Paper 1: Living in the 
Physical environment Rivers 
Paper 1  - the challenge of 
natural hazards 

Paper 1  - the challenge of 
natural hazards 
Paper 2 the changing 
economic world 

Paper 1  - the challenge of 
natural hazards  
Paper 2 the changing 
economic world 
 revision and pre release 

 

Key content: 
● How does a river 

change from source 

to mouth? 

● What processes work 

along a river and 

where? 

● What distinctive 

Key content: 
● What are the primary 

and secondary effects 

of a tectonic hazard? 

● How do the effects 

and responses vary in 

countries of 

contrasting levels of 

Key content: 
● What are the extreme 

weather events that 
occur in the UK? 

● What are the causes, 
effects ad responses to 
a weather event? 

● How has the economy 

changed in the UK? 
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landforms are 

created from fluvial 

processes? 

● What are the causes 

and effects of 

flooding? 

● How can the 

problems of flooding 

be mitigated through 

different strategies? 

● How does the River 

Holford compare to a 

typical river? 

● What are the global 

distributions of 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes? 

● What physical 

processes occur at 

different plate 

boundaries? 

●  
Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

wealth? 

● Why do people live in 

areas of tectonic 

danger? 

● How can we mitigate 

the effects of tectonic 

hazards? 

● How does the global 
circulation system 
help to explain 
pressure belts and 
surface winds? 

● What is the global 
distribution of tropical 
storms? 

● What is the 
relationship between 
tropical storms and 
the GCS? 

● What are the causes of 
tropical storms and 
how do they form? 

● What is the structure 
and characteristics of 
tropical storms? 

● How might climate 
change affect the 
frequency and 

● What are the impacts 

of industrial change in 

the Uk? 

● How has transport 

developments helped 

the economy? 

● What is the place of 

the Uk in the wider 

world? 

●  

 
Key concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis 
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● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis  

●  

intensity of tropical 
storms? 

● What are the primary 
and secondary effects 
of tropical storms? 

● How can these effects 
be mitigated through 
prediction and 
protection? 

● What are the extreme 
weather events that 
occur in the UK? 

● What are the causes, 
effects ad responses to 
a weather event? 

● How can economic 

development be 

measured? 

● What is the DTM and 

what does it show? 

● What are the causes 

and consequences of 

uneven economic 

development? 

● What strategies an be 

used to reduce the 

development gap? 

● How important is 
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Brazil nationally and 

globally? 

● How has the industrial 

structure changed? 

● What are TNC’s and 

how do they help 

development? 

● How does aid help 

development? 

● Key Concepts: 

● Physical processes 

● Cause 

● Effect – primary and 

secondary 

● Response 

● Data and source 

analysis  

Assessment:  PPE (Papers  1 
and 2) 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  PPE  (Papers 1 
and 3) 
Knowledge test 

Assessment:  PPE  
Knowledge test  
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