
 

 

 

Subject: English 

Head of Faculty: Mrs G Harris 

Staff: Mrs M Worthy, Miss R Clarkson, Mr C Pickles, Miss R Collingwood, Mrs S McCarthy, 
Mr M Reimer, Mrs K Fitzgerald, Miss B Robbins, Mr M Green, Mrs J Matthews, Mr A Griffin, 

Mr N Whittaker, Mrs R Phillips, Mr K Shankir. 

Introduction and ethos of subject  

The English Faculty are a passionate team of individuals who combine their vast range of 
experiences to offer an engaging and enriching curriculum. As a team we are dedicated to 
enriching the lives of the students in our care and rigorously ensure lessons spark interest, 
develop knowledge and challenge students to achieve their full potential.  

English, as a subject, remains at the heart of all learning. 

'Studying English literature at school was my first step towards mental 
freedom and independence. It was like falling in love with life.' 

Ian McEwan 
 

KS3  

Our focus in KS3 is on building on the skills students have already learnt at primary school 
and developing them into those that are needed for GCSE study. This includes reading and 
studying poetry, novels and Shakespeare plays, as well as practising their writing skills.  

KS4 

During KS4, students will enhance their knowledge of the assessment criteria and acquire 
the knowledge necessary for examination success.  Students follow the AQA specification 
for their English Language GCSE and for their English Literature GCSE. The two subjects are 
examined separately and will result in two separate qualifications. As part of our desire to 
provide an enriching experience, all students are entered for both qualifications. For GCSE 
English Literature, we study Romeo and Juliet, A Christmas Carol and Lord of the Flies as our 
main texts.  

  



Enrichment opportunities  

Creative Writing Club runs every week during P6 on Thursday. It is run by Miss B Robbins 
and allows students the space to practise their creative writing, guidance on how to improve 
as a writer and chances to publish their writing in the real world.  

National Creative Writing Competitions are entered every year by the students at WCSA. 
Every year we are incredibly proud that so many of our students are selected for 
publication. We currently have over 300 published authors at our school! 

“Don’t tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on 
broken glass.” 

Anton Chekhov 
 

Jill Dando News Centre students at WCSA are invited to become journalists and report on 
the world around them. Led by the intrepid Miss R Collingwood, students delve into the 
issues facing the world today whilst also reporting on the achievements of students across 
The Priory Learning Trust.  

Reading for fun takes place in the LRC before school on a Wednesday and offers students the 
chance to discuss and swap books for fun! We can to encourage a reading culture at WCSA 
and love to hear about the new books students have been reading.  

 
“We read to know we are not alone.” 

C.S. Lewis 

 

Theatre Trips run as often as we can find a relevant performance that is financially viable for 
us to visit. In recent years, we have been able to visit Shakespeare’s globe and The Swan 
Theatre in Stratford upon Avon. However, we strongly believe that the theatre experience 
should be shared by all students, which is why we annually invite The Young Shakespeare 
Company into WCSA to perform their version of Romeo and Juliet. Students experience the 
thrill of Shakespeare ‘ in the round’ at a very small financial cost (normally less that £5 per 
student). It is an experience that is always loved by our students! 

 

Home Learning  

Home Learning for English will be presented in booklet form. During the cycle, homework 
will either require students to research new information or consolidate existing knowledge 
that has been delivered during their lessons. 

In addition to the homework booklets, Year 7 and Year 8 students are expected to read for 
about 20 minutes each day, recording this in their Reading Passport. High levels of literacy 



are required for all aspects of school life and we feel it is crucial that students continue to 
develop their KS2 skills upon their arrival at secondary school.  These need to be signed by 
someone at home to certify that the reading has been done.  

"If you don't have time to read, you don't have the time (or the tools) to 
write. Simple as that." 

Stephen King 
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 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 Cycle 4 
Year 7 Title: Band Project 

An exciting project that will act as a transition from the 
excellent skills already developed in KS2 and an 
introduction to the various writing styles required 
throughout KS3 and KS4. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to read and write 
particular genres (G), for particular audiences (A) and/or 
for particular purposes (P),. They will need to consider the 
crafting of their writing for both content and technical 
accuracy, in creating their final piece of writing. 
Assessment focus: Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: War Poetry 
Throughout this unit, students will experience the 
patriotism and pain experienced by famous conflict poets. 
Learn about how to craft essays, analyse language and 
explore subtle manipulations of structure. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to understand, 
analyse and respond to poetry on a similar theme. 
Students will need to be able to identify key evidence from 
poems, explaining what they understand from the lines 
and what they think the writer’s intended effect were. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3 

Title: The Tempest 
This unit will bring Shakespeare’s classic play out of the 
page and into the classroom. Students will be developing a 
detailed understanding of the ways Shakespeare created 
characters and has engaged audiences since the Jacobean 
era. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to discuss 
Shakespeare’s text in close reference to an extract, looking 
at how ideas are crafted through choices of language and 
structure, linking ideas to the wider play, themes and the 
context in which it was written. They will also be marked 
on their written expression. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3 

Title: The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas 
This unit will explore a heart-wrenching story of a young 
boy growing up in Germany during the time of WW2. 
Students will develop a detailed understanding of Boyle’s 
methods whilst exploring how he engages his audience 
throughout the emotional piece of fiction. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to understand, 
analyse and respond to fiction. Students will need to be 
able to identify key evidence and methods from these 
lyrics, explaining what they understand from the lines and 
what they think the writer’s intended effects were. 
Assessment focus: LANG AO4 

Year 8 Title: Identity and Culture Poetry 
This unit will explore a range of poetry from across the 
world as students experience poetry produced by poetic 
masters from across the globe. Learn about how to craft 
essays, analyse language and explore subtle manipulations 
of structure. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to understand, 
analyse and respond to poetry on a similar theme. 
Students will need to be able to identify key evidence 
from poems, explaining what they understand from the 
lines and what they think the writer’s intended effect 
were. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3 

Title: Dystopian Fiction 
Students will be developing their creative writing skills, 
learning how to create a dystopian atmosphere, setting 
and tone in order to face the bleak reality of the 
apocalypse. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to write 
descriptively and/or narratively, applying the skills 
explored through their reading. They will need to consider 
the crafting of their writing for both content and technical 
accuracy, in creating a piece of writing worthy of a genre 
of their choice. 
Assessment focus: Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Trash 
Throughout this unit, students will experience a story told 
from three different narrative perspectives; the characters 
of Raphael, Gardo, and Rat. Students will be developing a 
detailed understanding of the ways in which texts are 
constructed and build their analytical skills. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to discuss a text 
and consider how ideas are crafted through choices of 
language and structure. Students will link ideas to the 
wider text, themes and the context in which it was 
written.  
Assessment focus: LANG AO2 

Title: Much Ado About Nothing 
Students will be developing a detailed understanding of 
the ways Shakespeare created characters and engaged 
audiences since the Elizabethan era. They will be assessed 
on their ability to discuss Shakespeare’s text in close 
reference to an extract, looking at how ideas are crafted 
through choices of language and structure, linking ideas to 
the wider play, themes and the context in which it was 
written. Students will also be marked on their written 
expression. 
 

Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3 

Year 9 Title: Of Mice and Men 
Alongside students’ reading of a modern text, ‘Of Mice 
and Men’, which they are studying as preparation for your 
Literature course;  students will also be exploring different 
text types, looking at their ability to write in a particular 
genre (G), for a particular audience (A) and/or for a 
particular purpose (P), in preparation for English Language 
Paper 2.  
 

Students will be assessed on their understanding of ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ and their ability to explore how writers 
create ideas through their choices of language, structure 
and form. They will also need to explore the impact of 
context on ideas and themes, as well as considering reader 
response to the text. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  

Title: Gothic Literature 
Throughout this unit students will study a range of classic 
and modern Gothic Literature texts, developing their 
ability to interpret texts for explicit and implicit ideas in 
preparation for their Literature exams. Alongside this, 
students will be exploring how writers craft the language 
and structure of their texts for effect, in preparation for 
English Language Paper 1. 
  
Students will be assessed on their ability to write 
descriptively and/or narratively, applying the skills 
explored throughout the unit. Students will need to 
consider the crafting of their writing for both content and 
technical accuracy. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Macbeth 
Students will be exploring Shakespeare’s tragedy 
‘Macbeth’, alongside their practise of skills for both of the 
English Language papers. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to discuss 
Shakespeare’s text in close reference to an extract, looking 
at how ideas are crafted through choices of language and 
structure, linking ideas to the wider play, themes and the 
context in which it was written. Students will also be 
marked on their written expression. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Love and Relationships Poetry 
Students will be studying the first of two poetry 
anthologies for their GCSE Literature exams, focussed 
around the theme of Love and Relationships, as well as 
developing their verbal communication skills, which they 
will be required to use for an assessed presentation as 
part of your final GCSE. 
 

Students will be assessed on their ability to understand, 
analyse and respond to poetry on a similar theme, 
comparing writer’s methods, intentions and the influences 
of context. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO7, AO8, AO9 



Lang AO5, AO6 
Year 10 Title: GCSE Speaking and Listening 

Students will be exploring how to communicate effectively 
through a speaking presentation. They will then have to 
prepare, practise and present to their own presentation to 
the class as part of their English GCSE. Students will be 
assessed on AO7 (their ability to present ideas verbally in a 
formal setting), AO8 (their ability to listen and respond 
appropriately, including to questions and feedback on 
presentations), and AO9 (their ability to use Standard 
English effectively in speeches and presentations). 
 

Alongside this, students will be developing their written 
technical accuracy and their writing skills for both fiction 
and non-fiction, which will contribute towards 50% of 
their final English Language GCSE exams. 
Assessment focus: Lang AO5, AO6, AO7, 
AO8, AO9 

Title: A Christmas Carol 
Students will be studying a 19th century text, ‘A Christmas 
Carol’, developing their ability to explore writer’s methods 
and their intended effect on their readers, as well as 
taking into consideration how a text’s context can affect 
our understanding of key ideas. 
 

Alongside this, students will also be exploring different 
text types, looking at their ability to read and write 
particular genres (G), for particular audiences (A) and/or 
for particular purposes (P), in preparation for English 
Language Paper 2, developing your ability to compare 
texts from different time periods. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Lord of the Flies 
Students will be studying a modern Literature text, ‘The 
Lord of the Flies’, developing their ability to explore 
writer’s methods and their intended effect on their 
readers, as well as taking into consideration how a text’s 
context can affect our understanding of key ideas. 
 

Alongside this, students will be developing the skills 
required for your English Language Paper 1: interpretation 
of explicit and implicit ideas; analysis of methods of 
crafting for effect; evaluation skills in responding to texts. 
Students’ ability to craft descriptive and narrative writing 
will also be developed. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Power and Conflict Poetry 
Students will be studying the Power and Conflict 
anthology of poetry for your GCSE Literature exams. With 
these poems, students will be expected to understand 
both the meaning, themes and mood of the poems (AO1), 
and the effects of language, structure and form on 
reader’s ideas (AO2). Alongside this, students will be 
required to understand the context of both the poets and 
their work (AO3). They will also develop their ability to 
understand, analyse and compare poetry on a similar 
theme. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Year 11 Title: Romeo and Juliet 
Students will be studying a Shakespeare play, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’, developing their ability to explore writer’s methods 
and their intended effect on their readers, as well as 
taking into consideration how a text’s context can affect 
our understanding of key ideas. 
 

Alongside this, students will also be exploring different 
text types, looking at their ability to read and write 
particular genres (G), for particular audiences (A) and/or 
for particular purposes (P), in preparation for English 
Language Paper 2, developing their ability to compare 
texts from different time periods. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Poetry and Structure 
Students will be developing their analysis skills of unseen 
poetry, exploring VISIT, and building confidence in 
interpreting writer’s ideas and intended effects on their 
readers. Students will also be working on their comparison 
skills, focussing on similarities and differences in AO2, use 
of language, structure and form. 
 

Alongside this students will be revising the Power and 
Conflict anthology ready for their GCSE Literature exams. 
Building on their work last year, students will be 
developing links between the poems, exploring how to 
develop detailed and effective interpretations and 
comparisons of poems on a similar theme. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO5, AO6 

Title: Revision Unit 
Students will start by practising the skills required for their 
English Language PAPERS: interpretation of explicit and 
implicit ideas; analysis of methods of crafting for effect for 
both language and structure; evaluation skills in 
responding to texts. Their ability to craft descriptive and 
narrative writing will also be developed. 
 

Students will move on to revision of different text types, 
looking at their ability to read and write particular genres 
(G), for particular audiences (A) and/or for particular 
purposes (P), in preparation for English Language Paper 2, 
developing their ability to compare texts from different 
time periods. 
 

Students will then focusing on revision of key themes, 
characters and quotations from ‘A Christmas Carol’, 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘Lord of the Flies’. They will be 
practising how to answer exam questions, exploring key 
aspects of context, and considering how to evidence both 
close analysis and an overview of the text in a closed book 
exam. 
Assessment focus: Lit AO1, AO2, AO3  
Lang AO1,AO2, AO3, AO4. AO5, AO6 

 

 


