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Why is regular home learning important?
· It can improve a student’s thinking and memory skills.  This is vital for the new content heavy GCSEs. 

· It helps students to develop positive study skills and habits that will serve them well throughout life.

· Home learning encourages students to use time wisely and efficiently. 

· It teaches students to work independently.

· Home learning teaches students to take responsibility for their own work.

· It allows students to review and practice what has been covered in class and consolidate their knowledge and skills. 

· Equally important, it helps students to get ready for the next day’s class.

· It helps students learn to use resources, such as libraries, reference materials, and computer Web sites to find information.

· It encourages students to explore subjects more fully than classroom time permits.

· It allows students to extend their learning by applying skills to new situations. 

· Home learning helps parents learn more about what their children learning in school.

· It allows parents to communicate with teachers about learning in order to support their children efficiently. 
Cycle 1:  Week 1                                             Homework 1
Revision activities:  How and why did Hitler become Chancellor 1929-33.

Read the text and then complete tasks 1 and 2

In October 1929, the Wall Street Crash led to US loans being recalled and, as a result, many German businesses sacked workers and were forced to close.  German farmers also suffered as prices fell further.  By 1932 over 6 million people were unemployed.  The Weimar Republic failed to deal with unemployment and lost support.  There was a growth in support for right wing and left wing parties such as the Nazi Party and the Communist Party.

· The Weimar Republic was blamed for allowing the economy to become too dependent on US loans

· There was disagreement in government about levels of unemployment benefit.  Bruning (Chancellor in 1930) cut unemployment benefits and increased taxes.  This lost him support and he resigned in 1032.

· Elections were called in July and November 1932.  The Communist Party and the Nazi Party gained lots of seats.
In July 1932 the Nazi party won 230 seats making it the largest political party in the Reichstag.  This increased support was due to several reasons.

Hitler himself

Posters and rallies built Hitler up as a superman.  Hitler was an excellent orator and made promises appealing to all sections of society.  He promised ‘bread and work’ to the unemployed and working classes.  He promised farmers and business men that he would rid Germany of Communism and he promised the youth hope and a strong powerful Germany.  In his speeches Hitler blamed the Weimar Government for the depression and said that they had no real solutions.  He also provided a scapegoat for Germany’s problems by blaming them on the Jews.

The SA

By 1932 the SA numbered 600,000.  It organised parades through towns impressing many Germans who saw order and discipline in a time of chaos.  The SA was also used to intimidate any opposition, especially the Communists.

Goebbels

Goebbels was a master of propaganda.  Posters targeted different audiences with clear, simple slogans.  He chartered planes to fly Hitler all over Germany so that he could speak at 4 or 5 rallies a day.
Task 1:

Define the following key terms:

Wall Street Crash ___________________________________________

SA _______________________________________________________

Task 2:

Rank order the following reasons for increased support for the Nazis in the years 129-32.  Justify your ranking.
	Reasons for increased support for the Nazis
	Rank in order of importance
	Justify.

	The Depression
	
	

	Hitler’s appeal
	
	

	Weak Weimar Government
	
	

	Fear of Communism
	
	

	Nazi propaganda
	
	

	Nazi use of the SA
	
	


Checked by teacher: __________________      Date: _______________
Cycle 1:  Week 2                                            Homework 2

Skills stop:  The Inference Question

Question 1 in your exam paper will be an inference question.  An inference is a message that you can get from the source by reading between the lines.

This question is worth 4 marks.  To achieve 4 marks you need to make 2 inferences form the source and support each inference with detail from the source.
A tip for writing the answer is NOT to copy, summarise or paraphrase from the source.  You need to think about what the information suggests.

Task 1:

Below is an exam style inference question and a series of statements.  Read the source and then complete the table underneath the source by deciding which of the statements:

· make inferences from the source (I)

· paraphrases the source (P)

· summarises the source (S)

· cannot be justified from the source (X)


Give two things you can infer from Source A about Hitler’s speeches.  (4 marks)

	Statement
	I
	P
	S
	X

	Hitler was holding the masses under a hypnotic spell.
	
	
	
	

	Hitler attacked the Jews in his speeches.
	
	
	
	

	Hitler was a very effective public speaker.
	
	
	
	

	Hitler’s speeches attracted many supporters in the Nazi Party
	
	
	
	

	He forgot everything but Hitler
	
	
	
	

	Hitler made promises in his speeches.
	
	
	
	

	Hitler was able to impress people with the sheer force of his belief.
	
	
	
	


Task 2:
Using this table, complete the second half of this answer by giving another inference and supporting it with details from the source.
Source A suggests that Hitler was a very effective speaker.  The details from the source that supports this are “he was holding the masses under a hypnotic spell.”

Source A also suggests

Task 3:

Now have a go on your own.  Read Source A and then answer the following question:


Give two things you can infer about Hitler’s meetings.  (4 marks)

Checked by teacher:  ___________________    Date: ___________
Cycle 1:  Week 3                                            Homework 3
Consolidation:  The Creation of a dictatorship 1933-34

Read the text and then complete the following tasks.

From January 1933 to August 1934 Hitler secured control of the German state.  How did he do this?

The Reichstag Fire Feb 1933
On 27th February 1933, the Reichstag building was burned down.  A Dutch Communist, Van der Lubbe, was put on trial and found guilty of starting the fire.  Hitler blamed the Communist Party for the fire.

Hitler persuaded Hindenburg to use Article 48 and pass emergency laws giving the police the power to detain people without trial.  Using this, Hitler was able to round up 400 key communist leaders.

The Enabling Act

This Act (law) was passed in March 1933 and gave Hitler the power to make laws without going through the Reichstag.  Using these powers, Hitler then removed further opposition.  For example, he banned all Trade Unions (organisations protecting the rights of workers) in Germany and he banned all other political parties.  By July 1933 Germany was a one-party state.

Night of the Long Knives

The SA led by Rohm were a threat to Hitler’s power.  He removed this threat by purging the SA in the Night of the Long Knives.
Hitler ordered his SA to arrest Rohm and 100 other SA leaders and shoot them.  As a result of this Hitler had got rid of his would –be opponents.

Task 1:

Define the following key terms:

Article 48:  ________________________________________________

Enabling Act: ______________________________________________

Trade Unions:  _____________________________________________

Reichstag: ________________________________________________

Task 2:

Answer the following questions in full sentences.
a)  How did the Reichstag Fire enable Hitler to set up a dictatorship?

b)  How did the Enabling Act help Hitler to set up a dictatorship?

c)  How did the Night of the Long Knives help Hitler to set up a dictatorship?

Checked by teacher: __________________   Date: ________________
Cycle 1:  Week 4                                                 Homework 4

Skills Stop:  The Interpretation Question

Question 3b in your exam paper needs you to understand the main view of two interpretations.
This question is worth 4 marks.  To achieve 4 marks you need to identify the main view from each interpretation and explain it with supporting details from each interpretation.

Complete tasks 1-3

Task 1:
Read the 2 interpretations about the Munich Putsch below.


Task 2a:
Below is an answer to an exam question.  Read the answer and then look at the mark scheme.


	Level
	Marks
	Criteria

	1
	1-2 marks
	A simple, valid explanation is given but support is based on simple underdeveloped comment with implied linkage to explanation

	2
	3-4 marks
	An explanation of a reason for difference is given, analysing the interpretations.

The explanation is substantiated effectively from both sources.


What mark would you give this answer and why?
Task 2b)

Now read another answer to the same question and mark it using the mark scheme.


What mark would you give this answer and why?

Task 3:

Now you have a go!

Study Interpretations 1 and 2.  They give different views about the threat which Rohm posed to Hitler in 1934.  What is the main difference between these views?  Explain your answer using details from both interpretations.

Study Interpretations 1 and 2.  They give different views about the threat which Rohm posed to Hitler in 1934.  What is the main difference between these views?  Explain your answer using details from both interpretations.

Checked by teacher: _______________  Date: ____________
Cycle 1:  Week 5                                             Homework 5
Skills Stop:  The Utility question

Question 3a in your exam paper is a utility question.  You will be given two sources and you will need to evaluate the utility of the sources for the specified enquiry you are given. 

This question is worth 8 marks.  To achieve 8 marks you need to:

· Evaluate the content of each source eg:  explain the value AND limitations of each source and adding own contextual knowledge.
· Evaluate the provenance of each source eg:  explain the value AND limitations of the nature, origin and purpose and add own contextual knowledge

A good tip for writing this type of answer is to structure it as 4 mini paragraphs:

P1:  Explain how the content of source A is useful.  Add contextual knowledge to either support utility or challenge it by explaining what it is isn’t telling us in relation to the enquiry

P2:  Then explain how the provenance makes Source A useful and then explain the limitations of the provenance.  Add contextual knowledge where relevant

P3:  Explain how the content of Source B.  Add contextual knowledge to either support utility or challenge it by explaining what it is isn’t telling us in relation to the enquiry

P4:   Explain how the provenance makes Source A  useful and then explain the limitations of the provenance.  Add contextual knowledge where relevant

Now have a go!
Task 1:
How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into Nazi attempts to control the church in Germany.  (8 marks)


How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into Nazi attempts to control the church in Germany.  (8 marks)

Checked by teacher: _____________   Date: _________

Cycle 1:  Weeks 6&7                                     Homeworks 6&7
Revision
Use the revision guide at the back of this booklet to revise for your PPE.
Make notes on the following headings:

· Challenges facing the Weimar Republic 1919-23
· The ‘golden years’ 1924-29

· The origins and development of the Nazi Party 1919-23

· The Munich Putsch: causes and consequences

· Reasons for Hitler becoming Chancellor 1929-33

· Creation of a dictatorship 1933-34

· maintaining control: the police state, control of religion and propaganda and censorship
· Opposition

· Nazi policies towards women and youth

· Employment and living standards

· persecution of minorities

Revision Notes
The Weimar Republic:  1919-29                            

By November 1918 the First world War had been going on for 4 years.  The German army was still deadlocked against the armies of the Allies.  Back in Germany, the country was crumbling.  Demonstrations, strikes, revolts and mutinies had broken out across the country.  The Kaiser abdicated and a new German state – the Weimar Republic was formed.

The new Weimar Constitution

President (elected very 7 years by the electorate)  Responsible for overseeing the Chancellor and the army

Chancellor – chosen by the president from the Reichstag.  Responsible for the day to day running of the country.

The Reichstag – elected by the people every 4 years.  Responsible for passing laws

Electorate – consisted of all men and women over the age of 21.

Strengths of the Weimar constitution

1)  Germany was democratic.  For the first time in Germany all men and women over 21 were able to vote.

2)  Proportional representation was a fair voting system.  The % of votes won equalled the % of seats in the Reichstag

3)  The constitution was carefully constructed so that no one person or group could have too much power

Weaknesses of the Weimar constitution

1)  Proportional representation meant that it was almost impossible for one political party to gain over 501% of the vote needed to form a government.  Therefore, this led to coalition governments.  As their political views were usually different this led to arguments and it was hard to make any real decisions.

3)  Article 48 of the constitution said that in times of emergency the President could pass laws without going through the Reichstag.  This was not democratic.

The problem years for the Weimar Republic 1919-23

1)  The armistice November 1918

Beginning the new Republic with a surrender was not a strong start.  German people felt betrayed as the Kaiser had led them to believe that they were going to win the war.  Many Germans felt ‘stabbed in the back’ by the new Weimar Government and they were nicknamed the ‘November criminals’..  This led to political uprisings.

2)  The Treaty of Versailles 1919

The terms imposed on Germany were very harsh.  Germany had not been invited to the peace meeting and had no say in the terms and they were forced to sign it.

Terms:

Land – all of Germany’s colonies were taken away and some of Germany itself was given to France and Poland.

Army – Germany’s army was reduced to 100,00 men.  They were only allowed 6 war ships, no submarines and no air force

Money – Germany had to pay £6.6 billion in reparations for the damage caused by the war

Blame = Germany had to agree the war guilt cause which blamed them for starting WWI

Again, this Treaty was unpopular with the German people.  They blamed the Weimar Republic for agreeing to sign it.  The Treaty damaged Germany’s economy.  It also made the Weimar Republic politically weak.

3)  Political violence

Due to the armistice and the Treaty of Versailles there were many uprisings in the first few years of the Weimar Republic.  

Extreme right wing groups like the National Party and the Nazi Party wanted a return of a strong government, headed by a powerful leader, like the Kaiser.

Extreme left wing groups like the communists and socialists wanted Germany to be controlled by the people and they wanted to abolish private ownership of land and business.

The Spartacist Revolt – 1919

Made up of extreme socialists and communists.  Led by Rosa Luxemberg and Karl Liebknecht..  Organised a general strike in Berlin.  Over 100, 000 workers took to the streets in support of their uprising.  However Ebert put down the uprising with  support of Freikorps (ex-soldiers).  Luxemberg and Liebknecht were arrested and shot.

The Kapp Putsch – 1920

Made up of Freikorps and led by Wolfgang Kapp.  They wanted the return of the Kaiser.  They marched on Berlin and overthrew the Weimar Government for 4 days.  However the workers went out on strike in protest forcing Kapp to stand down and the Weimar Government returned.

The Munich Putsch 1923

Led by Hitler.  Hitler didn’t believe democracy was working and wanted a strong single leader.  He attempted to march from Munich to Berlin with his Nazi supporters to overthrow the Weimar Republic.  However, the Bavarian police and army stopped him and Hitler was arrested and sentenced to 5 years in prison for treason.
4)  The Invasion of the Ruhr

In January 1923 the French invaded the Ruhr – the industrial heartland of Germany as Germany had not paid them their reparations.  They took over the mining in this area and this affected the German economy as they were losing money as well as having to pay the German striking workers.

5)  Hyperinflation

To try and sort out the economic mess in Germany, the Weimar Government ordered the printing of more and more money to pay their reparations.  This led to money becoming worthless and a steep increase in the rise of pries: hyperinflation.   This caused poverty and hardship for many German people and they blamed the Weimar Republic for their suffering.
The ‘Golden years: 1924-28

In 1924 Stresemann was appointed Chancellor of Germany.  His most important work was in economic and foreign policy.

Economic policy:

· Stresemann introduced a new currency called the Rentenmark which helped to bring hyperinflation under control

· Stresemann agreed to the Dawes Plan in 1924.  Under this plan, reparations were reduced to £50 million a year and the USA loaned Germany  £25 Billion.  Stresemann invested this in German businesses, new schools, roads and hospitals thereby creating many jobs.  He also used this loan to help pay reparations.

· Stresemann agreed to the Young Plan in 19229,  This plan reduced the amount of reparations Germany had to pay from £6.6 billion to just £2 billion and gave Germany an extra 59 years in which to pay it.

Foreign policy

· Stresemann signed the Locarno Pact in 1925.  This was a peace treaty between Germany, Britain, France, Belgium and Italy.

· In 1926 Stresemann  persuaded members of the League of Nations to accept Germany as a member.  This meant that now Germany had a say in decisions and were no longer isolated and excluded by other countries.

Changes in society 1924-28

Living standards improved after 1924.  Unemployment fell from 2 million in 1926 to 1.3 million in 1928.  For those in work, wages and working conditions improved.

Housing also improved.  In 1923 there was a shortage of 1 million homes in Germany.  From 1925 private companies built 37,000 homes and building associations built a further 64, 000 homes.

However improvements were fragile.  Employment remained insecure and the loss of savings during hyperinflation still caused hardship for many of the middle classes.

Early stages of the Nazi Party

Hitler began his political career in the German Workers’ Party (DAP).  This was a nationalist party led by Drexler.

Within 2 years Hitler had taken control of the DAP.  Why and how?

1)  Party policy:

Hitler took control of the policies of the DAP.  The party was opposed to:

· The Weimar politicians who had signed the armistice and the Treaty of Versailles

· Democracy: they saw the Weimar Government as weak

· The Jews whom they blamed for the failing German economy

In January 1920, the 25 Point Programme was published.  The key themes of this programme was anti-Semitism (anti Jewish beliefs), making Germany strong and great again and gaining an empire

2)  Hitler’s personal appeal

Hitler’s personal appeal as an orator was vital in attracting support.  Hitler rehearsed his speeches carefully.  As Hitler’s appeal spread, so did membership of the DAP.  By 1923, they had 55,000 supporters.

3)  Hitler renamed the DAP to Nazi Party (Nationalist Socialist German Workers’ Party or NSDAP)

4)  In July 1921, Hitler forced a leadership contest.  Drexler was defeated and Hitler became leader of the party.

5)  Hitler created the SA or stormtroopers in August 1921.  The SA were political thugs and Hitler’s private army.  They wore brown uniform and so were nicknamed ‘Brownshirts’.  They carried out anti-Semitic attacks and intimated political rival groups.  Many people were scared of them but some Germans admired them because of their discipline and organisation.  It also gave many ex-soldiers a job and a purpose.

The Munich Putsch.

In 1923, Germany was in crisis (due to invasion of the Ruhr and Hyperinflation).

Hitler thought that the timing was right to attempt a putsch as the Weimar Republic appeared weak and had little support from the public.  Membership of the Nazi Party was at 55, 000 and Hitler thought that he would gain even more support.

In November 1923, Hitler and his SA took control of a Beer Hall in Munich where local government ministers were meeting.  Hitler announced that the revolution had begun and forced Von Kahr, the leader of the Bavarian state to support his plan.  The next day Hitler and the Nazis marched into Munich but the revolt had been leaked to the police and Bavarian army.  The police fired at the rebels and the revolt quickly collapsed.  Hitler was sentenced to 5 years in prison and the Nazi Party was banned.  However, his trial have him publicity.  In prison Hitler wrote a book called Mein Kampf describing his beliefs and ambitions.

The ‘lean years’ 1924-28

Once Hitler was released from prison after just 9 months, he set about reorganising the Nazi Party.  The ban on the Nazi Party was lifted in 1925.  He then set about creating a national Nazi Party.  Each region of Germany had a local leader of the Nazi Party.

Hitler also created the German Women’s Order to enlist support form women as well as the Hitler Youth to target male youth.

Hitler expanded his SA.  By 1930, there were 400,000 SA.  He also set up the SS – Hitler’s personal bodyguards.  

By 1926, it was apparent that there was a growing split in the Nazi Party due to local Nazi leaders beliefs about their own regions.  Hitler called a national conference to address the split at Bamberg.  At this conference Hitler made his own views very clear.  The impact of the Bamberg Conference was great.  Hitler’s control of the party was now clear.

However, by 1928, although the Nazi Party was a national party and was well organised, they didn’t do well in general elections.

Why did they do so badly?

· Times in Germany were good due to Stresemann’s work.  Hyperinflation had ended and people were generally better off.  Therefore there wasn’t a need to vote for extremist political parties.

· In 1925 Hindenburg became president of the Weimar Republic.  As an ex-field marshal of the German army, he was a war hero and this increased support for the Weimar Republic.

1929:  The Wall Street Crash

In 1929 the American stock market crashed and the USA recalled their loans.  As a result, Germany’s economy collapsed: factories closed and banks went out of business.  There was mass unemployment.  By 1932 6 million Germans were unemployed.  The Weimar Government had to reduce unemployment benefit as they couldn’t afford to support large numbers of Germans out of work.  People once again blamed the Weimar Government for the economic chaos and turned to extremist political parties such as the Nazi and Communist Parties.

The Nazis appealed to many different groups in German society.  They promised a more prosperous future.  Hitler’s promise to make Germany great again appealed to the unemployed and young people who wanted a bright future.  Some Germans also supported the Nazis anti-communist and anti-Jewish views.

Hitler’s personal appeal attracted support.  His speeches brought hope to those who listened.  Hitler depicted himself as Germany’s saviour as he said that he would stand up to the Weimar Government and oppose communism.  Hitler came across as a strong leader which created a sharp contrast with the politicians of the Weimar Republic.

As the Great Depression got worse, political instability grew.  By April 1932, conditions had worsened.  The country was desperate for a strong government.  In the presidential elections of 1932, Hitler decided to stand against Hindenburg.  Hindenburg won, but not by a great majority.

In July 1932 the Nazis won 230 seats in the Reichstag – more than any other political party but they still hadn’t gained over 51% of the vote.  Hitler demanded that he was made chancellor but Hindenburg refused to listen to him.  Hitler decided to strike a deal with another Weimar politician – Von Papen.  If Von Papen could persuade Hindenburg to make Hitler Chancellor then Hitler promised Von Papen that he would make him Vice Chancellor.  Hindenburg agreed believing that he and Von Papen would be able to control Hitler.

Hitler as Chancellor 1933

From January 1933 Hitler was Chancellor of Germany but within 12 months he became a dictator.  How did Hitler do this?

The Reichstag Fire Feb 1933.

On the 27th February 1933, the Reichstag building was destroyed by a massive fire.  A young communist supporter, Van der Lubbe was caught on site with matches and firelighters.  He confessed and was put on trial.  Van der Lubbe was found guilty and was executed.

Hitler claimed that that Van der Lubbe was part of a communist conspiracy against the government and used it as an opportunity to attack the communists.  4000 communists were arrested and Hitler used the fire to persuade Hindenburg to use Article 48 and pass emergency decrees to govern Germany.  This gave Hitler the power to ban communist newspapers and imprison political opponents.  He also persuaded Hindenburg to call a general election for the 5th March 1933.

March 1933 General Election

In the 5th March General Election the Nazis increased their Reichstag seats to 288.  The Communist party gained 81 seats but Hitler used the emergency decree to ban the communists from taking up their seats.  With the support of the other nationalist parties, this gave Hitler a two-thirds majority in the Reichstag.

The Enabling Act March 1933

In March 1933, Hitler proposed the Enabling Act.  Since the Act was designed to destroy the power of the Reichstag as it would enable Hitler to make and pass laws on his own without going through the Reichstag, Hitler expected opposition.  Hitler used bribery and SA intimidation to get the support he needed to pass this law and the law was passed by 444 votes to 94.

Once Hitler had the power to pass laws without consulting the Reichstag, he set about removing other sources of opposition:

· Hitler banned trade Unions and made strikes illegal

· He banned all other political parties apart from the NSDAP

Night of the Long Knives 1934

By 1934, Hitler was concerned about the size and power of the SA and so Hitler arranged to remove the threat of Rohm and the SA.  On the night of the 30th June 1934, Rohm and other senior officers of the SA were arrested and shot.  Hitler claimed that those who had been killed had been plotting to overthrow the Government so he declared their murders legal.  This event was a triumph for Hitler because it stamped out all potential opposition within the Nazi party and sent a powerful message to his party.

Death of Hindenburg

In August 1934 the president died.  Hitler took over supreme power and declared himself Germany’s Fuhrer.  He forced an oath of loyalty from every soldier in the army.  Hitler’s Third Reich had begun

The police state

The German state Hitler created in 1933 was a police state.  This was a state in which the Nazi government used the police – often the secret police – to control what people did and said.  People who did anything or said anything to harm the state or the Nazi Party were punished. Hitler’s Enabling Act allowed the government to read people’s mail, listen in on their phone calls and search their homes without notice.   The police state was a means of keeping control.

The main organisations used by Hitler to control the Nazi police state were the SS, the SD and the Gestapo.

The SS

This was run by Himmler.  The SS were superior to the SA and wore black uniforms.  They were the Nazi Party’s own private police force.  They were in charge of all the other police and security services and did not believe that they were obliged to act within the law.

The SD

This was a security Force led by Heydrich.  The SD kept index cards with details of everyone it suspected of opposing the Nazi party.

The Gestapo

These were Hitler’s non un-uniformed secret police under the leadership of Goering.  The main aim of the Gestapo was to identify anyone who criticised or opposed the Nazi government.  They spied on people, tapped their telephones and used networks of informants to identify suspects.  The Gestapo were officially given permission to use torture when questioning suspects or gaining confessions.

Concentration camps
By 1939, 150,000 people were ‘under protective unrest’ in prisons for anti-nazi crimes.  To cope with the growing number of prisoners, new prisons were created called concentration camps.  

Controlling the legal system

Hitler set up the Nationalist Socialist league for the Maintenance of the Law.  this meant that all judges had to be members and they were instructed that the interests of the Nazi Party were more important than the interests of the law.  Trial by jury was abolished.  Judges, instead decided on innocence or guilt and the punishments.  Hitler set up the People’s Court to hear all cases of treasonable offences against the state.  Judges for this court were hand-picked and trials were held in secret.  There was not right to appeal.

Controlling religion

Hitler reached a concordat with the Pope in 1933.  He agreed that if the Pope stayed out of Germany’s affairs, then catholic schools and the catholic church could continue in Germany.  However, Hitler broke this agreement and many catholic priests were arrested and sent to concentration camps and catholic schools were closed down.

In 1936, Hitler set up the Reich Church.  Protestant vicars who supported Hitler’s views were allowed to give church services and the Nazi swastika was displayed in churches.

As a result of the above, Germany was gradually becoming a totalitarian state – a country where the government controlled all sections of the state including the Reichstag, the NSDAP, the army, the police and the legal system.
In Hitler’s totalitarian state, the Nazi party sought to control and influence the attitudes of the German public.  They did this by:

· censorship ( banning information or ideas that didn’t fit in with the beliefs of the Nazis)

· propaganda 

· controlling the Arts and culture

Goebbels was the leading Nazi in charge of propaganda.

The press

Journalists were told what they could and couldn’t write

All newspapers were Nazi papers

Radio

All radio stations were put under Nazi control

Hitler and the Nazis made frequent broadcasts

Cheap mass produced radios were sold to the public

Foreign stations were banned.

Rallies

Big rallies were frequent.  These highlighted the strength, unity and discipline of the Nazi Party.  

The Berlin Olympics 1934

This was Hitler’s best opportunity to use sport as propaganda and to show off Nazi Germany.  The Nazis built an Olympic Stadium which could hold 110,000 people – the largest stadium in the world.  It was decked out with swastikas and other Nazi emblems.  All events were well organised showing Nazi efficiency.  Germany won 33 medals – more than any other country.  The games were filmed and used for Nazi propaganda showing Germany’s greatness.

The arts

The Reich Chamber of Culture was et up and led by Goebbels to make sure that cultural activities in Germany were consistent with Nazi ideas.  All painters and sculptors had to apply to be members.  Any artist who refused memberships was forbidden to teach, produce or sell art.  Paintings and sculptures in galleries produced by Jews, communists or other minority group were removed

Music

Music was censored.  Jazz music was banned as was the music composed by Jews, communists and other minority groups.

Literature
No new books could be published without approval from Hitler.  2,500 writers were officially banned from writing anything.  There were mass public burnings of books written by Jews, Communists and other monitory groups.
Opposition

Opposition amongst the young:

Most young Germans conformed by attending the Hitler youth movements.  However, there were some groups who opposed the Nazis.  The Edelweiss Pirates consisted on teenagers and they resented the lack of freedom and military discipline in the youth movements.  Instead, they hung around on street corners and would taunt the Hitler Youth.  They went on long hikes, smoked and drank alcohol and told anti Nazi jokes.  However their actions were limited.  Without a national leader, they did little to oppose the Nazis.  Membership of the Edelweiss Pirates stood at about 2,000 compared to the 8 million who belonged to the Hitler Youth groups

Opposition from the church:

in 1934 Niemoller set up the Confessional Church who opposed Nazism.  Pastors spoke out against Nazi policies and about 800 of them were arrested and sent to concentration camps.  Although they voiced opposition, their opposition was limited.

Nazi policies towards women

The Nazis believed that women should adopt traditional role of mother and wife.  Hitler saw women as important in helping to develop the master race – the Aryan race.  The Nazis believed in the 3 Ks:  Kirsch, Kuche and kinder (church, cooking, children)

The Law for the Encouragement of Marriage 1933, offered loans up to 1000 marks (equivalent to a year’s salary) to encourage young couples to marry and have children.  If the wife gave up work and had children, ¼ of the loan would be wiped for every child they had.  If they had 4 children they wouldn’t have to pay any of the loan back.  This was a huge incentive for couples during the time of the Great Depression.

The Mother’s Cross encouraged childbirth.  Awards were given to women for the number of children they had:  bronze for 4, silver for 6 and gold for 8.

The Lebensborn programme:  Started in 1935 to develop the Aryan Race.  It encouraged Aryan women to breed with Aryan men to create Aryan children. 
Nazi policies towards youth

Nazi polices aimed towards youth were aimed to strengthen Germany and the Nazi Party.

The Hitler Youth

A youth group for boys to rain them to become soldiers and be loyal Nazis  Boys were expected to attend after school, weekends and holidays.  They spent their time playing ‘war games’ preparing them for the army, map reading and orienteering as well as learning Nazi beliefs such as Nazi Racial theory.

The League of German Maidens:

A youth group for girls preparing them for marriage and motherhood.  Girls were taught housework, needlework and childcare.

Education:

All teachers were Nazis.  Boys and girls were taught different subjects to prepare them for their future roles.  Children had to study Mein Kampf every day as well as leant about Nazi Racial policy.

Employment

When Hitler became Chancellor in 1933, unemployment stood at 6 million.  The Nazis tried to reduce unemployment in several ways:

The National Labour Service (RAD)

This service was set up in 1933 and provided paid work for the unemployed.  Workers repaired roads, planted trees and drained marshy land so it was suitable for growing food.  Rates of pay were low but workers lived in a camp and had food provided.

Autobahns

This was another scheme aimed at reducing unemployment.  The Nazis planned 7,000 miles of motorways to improve transport in Germany.  This is just one example of huge public work schemes funded by the Nazis in order to create jobs.

Rearmament:

Once Chancellor, Hitler set about rearming his armed forces.  This reduced unemployment

Invisible unemployment:

Jews, women and other minority groups were sacked form their jobs and not counted as unemployed.  This created more jobs for ‘German’ men.

Were workers better off?

Workers had jobs unlike the early years of the Great Depression

However workers received less pay and worked and longer working week.

Hitler banned trade unions in 1934 (these protect worker’s right) Instead he set up The Labour Front (DAF) which was a Nazi Trade union.  As result workers couldn’t complain about working hours or pay

The Nazis also set up Strength Through Joy.  The purpose of this organisation was to rewards workers.  Worker could be rewarded with free cinema tickets or tickets to sporting events.  They could be rewarded with impressive holidays

Beauty of Labour was set up to provide better working facilities for workers eg: canteens in work places and tennis courts.  However, workers were expected to build these facilities in their spare time.
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Source A





A member of the Nazi Party describing one of Hitler’s speeches in 1922





My critical faculty was swept away.  Leaning forward as if he were trying to force his inner self into the consciousness of all these thousands, he was holding the masses, and me with them, under a hypnotic spell by the sheer force of his belief …. I forgot everything but the man; then glancing around, I saw that his magnetism was holding these thousands as one.





Source A





Adapted from the diary of Louise Somitz, 23rd March 1932.  Somitz was a school teacher writing about attending a meeting in Hamburg at which Hitler spoke.





There stood Hitler in a simple black coat, looking over the crowd of 120,000 people of all classes and ages ….a forest of swastika flags unfurled, the joy of this moment showing itself in a roaring salute …. The crowd looked to Hitler with touching faith, as their helper, their saviour, their deliverer form unbearable distress… he is the rescuer of the scholar, the farmer, the worker and the unemployed.





Interpretation 2





From Encyclopaedia of the Third Reich by Louis Snyder





On the surface the Beer-Hall Putsch seemed to be a failure, but actually it was a brilliant achievement for a political nobody.  In a few hours Hitler catapulted his scarcely known, unimportant movement into headlines throughout Germany and the world.  Moreover, he learned an important lesson:  direct action was not the way to political power.  It was necessary that he seek political victory by winning the masses to his side and attracting the support of wealthy industrialists.





Interpretation 1





From Germany, 1858-1990:  Hope, Terror and Revival by A. Kitson.





Kahr was forced to promise his support to Hitler, but this support was short lived.  The next day it became clear to Hitler that neither Kahr nor the army were going to support his march.  The Bavarian police were sent to stop the few thousand supporters that had gathered and opened fire, killing 16 Nazis.  Hitler was drive away.  Two days later he and other Nazi leaders were arrested and accused of high treason.  The Nazi party was banned and Hitler was imprisoned.





Study interpretations 1 and 2.  They give different views on the consequences of the Munich Putsch of 1923.  What is the main difference between the views?  Explain your answer using details from both interpretations.





Answer:





A main difference is that Interpretation 1 emphasizes the failures of the Munich Putsch.  Interpretation 2 does not.





Study interpretations 1 and 2.  They give different views on the consequences of the Munich Putsch of 1923.  What is the main difference between the views?  Explain your answer using details from both interpretations.





Answer:





A main difference is that Interpretation 1 emphasises the failures of the Munich Putsch.  For example, it tells us that Hitler did not have the support he thought he would have from Kahr or the army and that the police stopped the march.  It also tells us that Hitler was sentenced to imprisonment for high treason and that the Nazi party was banned.  Interpretation 2, on the other hand, emphasises the longer term successes of the Munich Putsch.  For example it tells us that the event gained worldwide publicity making the Nazi Party well known.  The event also led to Hitler rethinking his tactics for political victory.





Interpretation 2





From Germany 1918-45 by G. Lacey.





The smoothness with which the murders of the 30th June were carried out is powerful proof that no Rohm plot was imminent.  There was no resistance encountered anywhere.  Many victims unsuspectingly surrendered voluntarily, believing it was a big mistake.  The only shots fired were those of the executioners.  





Interpretation 1





From Life in Germany 1919-45 by Steve Waugh.





The greatest threat came from within the Nazi party …. Rohm, as leader of the SA, was a genuine threat to Hitler’s own position as leader.  Rohm was the commander of a very large organisation of men whose members were increasingly violent and out of control …Moreover, Rohm favoured a ‘second revolution’ … which would lead to more socialist policies.





Source C





A Protestant Pastor speaking in a ‘German Christian’ Church in 1937.





We all know that if the Third Reich were to collapse today, Communism would come in its place.  Therefore we must show loyalty to the Fuhrer who has saved us from Communism and given us a better future.  Support the ‘German Christian’ Church.





Source B





From a school history textbook about Nazi Germany, written in 1997.





The Nazis never destroyed the established churches in Germany.  They made it difficult for Christians to worship but the churches remained open and services were held.  However, Hitler succeeded in his aim of weakening the churches as a source of resistance to his policies.
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